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Tiptoe 


By Martha Snell Nicholson 


Y SPIRIT is standing on tiptoe now, 
Longing to be set free; 
The flesh grows weak, but the straining 
soul 
Is strong with expectancy. 


The winds stand harnessed, with beating 
wings, 
Ready to bear me far, 
And my eager eyes trace the shining path 
I shall travel from star to star. 


And high on the heavenly parapets 
Is One whom I love and know, 
And His voice rings down through a 
million miles, 
“Loose her, and let her go !” 


vg 


Present-Day Atheism 

Defiance of God and His laws is at 
the bottom of this world’s troubles. Like 
the whole range of color from white to 
black, it runs from the indifference of 
nominal church members to militant 
atheism. One of the speakers at the 
recent Convoca‘ion at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology was Dr. Walter 
Stace, Professor of Philosophy at Prince- 
ton University. Time (April 11) reports: 
Stace who in September’s Atlantic 


Monthly had announced his discovery 
that God does not exist, that there is ‘in 
the universe outside man no spirituality, 


no regard for values, no friend in the 
sky,’ accurately described the conse- 
quences which the ascendance of science 
and the decline of philosophy had had 
in the world. More and more people, 
said Stace, have come to believe that 
morality is merely relative, with one 
man’s view of right and wrong consid- 
ered as valid as another’s.” Time speaks 
disparagingly of Stace’s position, describ- 
ing as a “wooly-minded attempt” his 
solution — “a new kind of morality found 
in the ‘psychological laws’ of human 
behaviour.” This frank statement of 
atheism is startling. At the same time 
a report comes from Jerusalem of “a 
new religious literature which in time 
may rank with the Old Testament and 
the New Testament as another Bible.” 
A columnist in the Philadelphia In- 
quirer (April 3), Robert O. Kevin, says 
“that plans are under way to set 
up a World Supreme Court of religious 


law in Jerusalem. This would corre- 
spond to the ancient Jewish Sanhedrin.” 
Quoting the Christian Century he says 
that “Rabbi Tabuk predicted that the 
third Jewish commonwealth will pro- 
duce a new religion of international 
morality with which to influence man- 
kind.” Thus we have learned men of 
the West and East arrogantly refusing to 
build on the rock foundation of God’s 
revealed Word and setting up a flimsy 
house of their own on the treacherous 
sands of human nature. These high 
sounding pronouncements recall David's 
words, “The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God” (Psa. 14:1; 53:1). In 
this day when the whole moral fabric 
of life has, for many, been torn apart by 
unbelief, and when the atomic bomb 
threatens every literal foundation, it is 
a comfort to know that “nevertheless 
the foundation of God standeth sure” (2 
Tim. 2:19). 


ll. Where Are We? 


An editorial, continued from last week, by the Rev. Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


E SAW last week that we are not 

W in (1) the time of Jacob’s trou- 

ble; (2) of Armageddon; (3) the 
time of Antichrist; (4) the time of com- 
plete fulfillment of the promises to Israel. 

1. We are in the Dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit. The words of the Lord in 
John 16:7-15 stated that a new ministry 
of the Spirit would commence when the 
Holy Spirit should come unto the 
apostles. 

The Lord Jesus is now in Heaven, The 
testimony of Scripture is clear as to that. 
“Who [Jesus Christ] is gone into heaven, 
and is on the right hand of God; angels 
and authorities and powers being made 
subject unto him” (1 Pet, 3:22). A. J. 
Gordon in his book, “The Holy Spirit 
in Missions,” gives us this from Henry 
Edward Manning: “It is evident that 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And they that know thy name 
will put their trust in thee: for 
thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them 
that seek thee” (Psa, 9:10). 























the present dispensation under which we 
are is the dispensation of the Spirit, or 
of the Third Person of the Holy Trinity. 
To Him, in the divine economy, has been 
committed the office of applying the re- 
demption of the Son to the souls of men 
by the vocation, justification, and sal- 
vation of the elect. We are therefore 
under the personal guidance of the Third 
Person as truly as the apostles were 
under the guidance of the Second.” 

A. J. Gordon, in his writings, has so 
clearly set forth just where we now are 
in the plan and purpose of God. He 
states so Scripturally that the Holy Spirit 
is “the Convener and Administrator of 
the Christian Church.” We are now in 
the time when the Holy Spirit is calling 
out and forming the Church of Christ. 
And we shall be in it till the coming of 
Christ for His Church, in the terms of 
1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. “As the gath- 
ering of the Church extends from Ad- 
vent to Advent, so the method of that 
gathering—the election according to 
grace — obtains throughout this entire 
dispensation.” 

While the Lord Jesus is now in 
Heaven, the Holy Spirit is now in and 
through the Church of Christ speaking 
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and guiding and directing its ministra- 
tions. A careful reading of 1 Corinthians 
12:4-11 teaches that. 

2. We are yet in the times of the great 
commission. All the words of the great 
commission are still binding on the 
Church of Christ. :The great commis- 
sion was given by the Lord Jesus be- 
fore He went to the Father in Heaven. 
According to that commission, the busi- 
ness of the Church is to testify to Christ, 
and preach Christ to the world. “As 
thou hast sent me into the world, even 
so have I also sent them into the world” 
(John 17:18). We are now in the time 
when the Church is witnessing to Christ: 
“Ye also shall bear witness” (John 15: 
27). We are not now in the Kingdom 
age. The words of Psalm 72:8-11 are not 
fulfilling now. “The Church has re- 
peatedly failed where the Master stood 
firm, attempting to grasp the Kingdom 
in the time of her humiliation. . . . The 
dispensation of witnessing must be fin- 
ished before the dispensation of reign- 
ing can be ushered in” (A. J. Gordon, in 
“The Holy Spirit in Missions,” Chap. 1). 
The Christian Church needs to read 
again A. J. Gordon’s chapter in that 
book, “The Holy Spirit’s Programme of 
Missions.” Many would not confuse 
things, and talk about bringing in the 
Kingdom now through the agency of the 
Church. A careful reading of Daniel 2 
and 7 will indicate how the Kingdom of 
Christ is to come and be set up. Not 
by the gradual conversion to Christ of 
the nations of the earth by the ministry 
of the Church of Christ now, but by the 
judgments of the Day of the Lord on the 
nations of the earth, then the establish- 
ment of the Kingdom of Christ. That 
is the teaching of the great prophecies 
of the Word of the Lord. 

“The work of the present age is that 
of election as well as witnessing... . 
The outgathering and ingathering is now 
going on, and will continue until the 
number of elect Gentiles shall have been 
accomplished; then the Church will be 
taken up into Heaven, even at .the ap- 
pearing of the Lord in glory” (A. J. 
Gordon). 

3. We are now in the time when 
“blindness in part is happened to Israel” 
(Rom, 11:25). The Greek word for “is 
happened” (gegonen) indicates the pres- 
ent abidingness of this blindness to Is- 
rael, “until the fulness of the Gentiles 
be come in.” Israel is now in the time 
of “the casting away of them,” and “the 
fall of them” (Rom, 11:15, 12). They are 
now in the “Lo-ammi” time, “Not my 
people,” of prophetic prediction (Hos. 
1:9). They are now in the condition pre- 
dicted in Hosea 3:4, ‘For the children of 





This is the second installment of a study 
of our present times in the light of Scripture 
by Dr. Arthur Petrie, a member of the fac- 
ulty of the Simpson Bible Institute, Seattle, 
Wash. The two editorials, unabridged, may 


be had in pamphlet form at 10 cents a copy 
from the author, 5400 Keystone Place, Seattle, 
3, Wash. 
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Israel shall abide many days without a 
king, and without a prince, and without 
a sacrifice, and without an image, and 
without an ephod, and without tera- 
phim.” And they will be in that condi- 
tion till the time comes when “the chil- 
dren of Israel return, and seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king” (Hos. 
3:5). And that will be “in the latter 
days” (Hos. 3:5). And those days are, 
as David Kimchi said many times, “the 
deys of the Messiah” —the days of His 
Kingdom. 

This present state of Israel, their pres- 
ent condition, is called by the Holy 
Spirit through Paul, a “mystery.” Hegel, 
called “the greatest philosopher that 
Germany has produced,” said concern- 
ing the present history of the Jews:. “It 
is a dark, troublesome enigma to me. 
I am not able to understand it. It does 
not fit in with any of our categories. It 
is a riddle.” 

The great prophecies concerning the re- 
turn of Israel to their land and to the 
Cod of their fathers are not now being 
completely fulfilled. They are to remain 
blind “until” — they are “cast off” “un- 
til’—they are “Lo-ammi,” “Not my 
people,” “until” — When? Let Scripture 
answer: “Until the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in” (Rom, 11:25). 

4. We are now in the “times of the 
Gentiles.” It was the Saviour Himself 

(Continued on page 400) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Why Did the ‘Patriarchs 
Live So Long? 


Regarding the article, “Is Human 
Progress Inevitable?” in the March 12 
issue, I would like to point out what I 
believe to be a wrong conclusion which 
the author draws when he states: 
“The patriarchs must have been made 
of better stuff than men today to last 
so long without breaking down.” 

According to Howard W. Kellogg in 
his book, “The Coming Kingdom and 
the Re-Canopied Earth” [a 27-page 
booklet entitled, “The Canopied Earth,” 
by Howard W. Kellogg, has been 

ublished by the American Prophetic 
eague, Inc., Box BB, Eagle Rock 
Station, Los Angeles 41], “the great 
ages of the antediluvians were 
the result of the prevailing conditions 
of life... . When the Book of Genesis 
opens, there is still a canopy of water 
in the heavens — ‘the waters that were 
above the firmament.’ This produced 
the Edenic conditions which prevailed, 
and it was the depositing of this water 
upon the earth that constituted the 
Flood. .. . The canopy served to bring 
about conditions akin to those of a hot- 
house. The chemical rays of the sun, 
those most active in the aging of liv- 
ing things, and those that bring about 
decay and fermentation, were inter- 
cepted by the canopy; and the result 
was that animals and men lived to 
great ages... . Storm and rain were 
unknown in the earth of Adam and 
the early patriarchs. There were no 


extremes of heat and cold. Even day. 
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and night were not so sharply markeg 
as now. A greater light ruled the day 
and a lesser light the night. All this 
was changed after the Flood, as jg 
shown by Genesis 8:22. Then for the 
first time the rain*ow appears, then 
animal iiscue brecks down under the 
fiercer stimulus of the direct rays of 
the sun, and animal food is required 
by man and beast. Then fermentation 
begins its maudlin career in the earth, 

Then the average age of man is re. 

duced from hundreds of years to a 

mere 120 years, and later to threescore 

years and ten.” 

_If there is anything eens with this 

line of reasoning, I would like to know 

what it is—A Canadian reader. 

The Christian physician who wrote the 
two recent articles, “The Earth Shal] 
Wax Old Like a Garment” and “Is Hu- 
man Progress Inevitable?” (March § 
and 12), sends the following reply to this 
reader’s letter: 

“One or two of his ccmments are not 
quite correct. The Flood was due to two 
things: (1) ‘the fountains of the great 
deep were broken up’ and (2) ‘the win. 
dows of heaven were opened’ (Gen. 7: 
11). The water came from above and 
below. The greater light still rules the 
day and the lesser light, the night. This 
was not changed at the time. of the 
Flood. 

“Whether the longevity of the patri- 
archs was due to their more favorable 
environment or to constitutional factors 
could not be definitely stated at the pres- 
ent time. There is nothing in the Scrip- 
tures to prove one or the other view. 
Kellogg’s views were largely speculative, 
Many different interpretations of these 
cosmological changes have ‘been made. 
Only very recently has our knowledge 
of the stratosphere and cosmic rays, ete. 
been increased to the point where any 
definite opinion could be formed. It may 
be that the explanation for the longevity 
lies in the environment of the patri- 
archal age, but this cannot te definitely 
stated and certainly it is not so revealed 
in the Word, as far as I know. 

“On the other hand, all our food comes 
{directly or indirectly] from the soil 
which in the patriarchal age must have 
been very rich and abundant. We know 
the necessity for the rotation of crops— 
it is because each crop takes certain 
minerals out of the soil. In the centuries 
since Eden millions of tons of mineral 
must have been taken from the soil and 
a great deal of this has eventually been 
washed into the sea, as a result of which 
the soil has become impoverished and 
man, who lives off the soil, has suffered 
in consequence, 

“I may add that even since I wrote 
the article I have heard of some work 
which has developed out of nuclear 
physics which would indicate that the 
aging process is the result of the cosmic 
rays. Nothing which happened at the 
time of the Flood would, it seems to me, 
have affected the cosmic rays, but the 
catastrophe which, I believe, took place 
between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 might eX- 
plain some of these phenomena.” 
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ll. The Divorce Evil in American Homes 


A plague that even Christian homes have not escaped 





trolled birth control is followed by 

the viper of divorce. Approximately 
one-half of our American homes have 
been broken by this dread enemy of the 
Christian faith. The menace of divorce 
jeopardizes the life of the pagan as well 
as the Christian. However, the pagan 
American cannot be judged by Chris- 
tian standards. His ethics are either 
entirely of his own manufacture or else 
he has no standards at all. He eats, drinks, 
marries—and if he feels so inclined 
takes out his divorce papers soon after 
his marriage has been consummated. He 
imagines that his conduct is in harmony 
with modern world standards. And so 
it is. Yet in another sense he is just 
an old-fashioned pagan. The scandal of 
divorce has hit the church — orthodox 
and liberal. -One young man on the 
West Coast, who professed to believe 
the Bible “from cover to cover,” was 
asked how he could justify his faith 
with the fact that he was then in the 
process of divorcing his wife to marry 
his paramour. “Oh, yes,” he replied, “all 
of my sins — past, present, and future — 
are under the blood: of Christ.” It is 
so easy on the one hand to profess ortho- 
doxy, and on the other hand to live like 
a pagan. But Christian doctrine and 
Christian ethics go hand in hand. “What 
therefore God hath joined together, let 
no’man put asunder” (Matt. 19:6). 


A Remedy for the Divorce Court Rush 


It is a tragedy when the homes of 
Christian leaders are hit by the divorce 
plague, In the Roman Church the 
bishops have their own methods of dis- 
cipline when a priest goes off on a moral 
tangent. His case is reviewed in secret. 
If guilty, he then is either shut up in 
a monastery to do penance, or else he 
is transferred to some remote quarter 
where, under the watchful eye of a 
parish priest or a monsignor, he assists 
in parochial duties. However, in the 
Protestant churches, if a minister goes 
astray, the whole world knows about the 
affair. The writer recalls the case of a 
famous pulpit orator, who, about thirty 
years ago, was considered to be among 
the six leading ministers of his denomi- 
nation. He was the inspirer of many 
Christian enterprises. Among other 
things, under his ministry a huge edifice 
Was erected in a leading American city. 
During the height of his fame, when 
crowds attended his ministry and packed 
the aisles of his church as well as the 
pews, to drink in every word he uttered, 
he was suddenly stricken with a malady 
Which resulted in his being laid aside 
for a considerable length of time. While 
he was convalescing in the hospital he 


I: MANY cases the viper of uncon- 


This is the second installment of 
Chaplain Willard’s series on “The 
Christian Home.” In addition to his 
other activities, mentioned last week, 
Chaplain Willard is the director of 
Camp Good News at Forestdale, Cape 
Cod, Mass. He and Mrs. Willard es- 
tablished this camp a number of years 
ago to provide a place where city 
children especially could spend a few 
weeks living in tents in the pine woods 
beside an inland lake, and at the same 
time be told of the good news of sal- 
vation. Mr. and Mrs. Willard are 
assisted by a fine corps of Christian 
councilors, many of whom are grad- 
uates of Wheaton College. The third 
and final article in the series will be 
published next week. 








became enamored with his nurse — and 
she with him. Later on he instituted 
divorce proceedings against his wife, re- 
signed* his charge, and married the 
nurse, The last time I saw him he was 
peddling aspirin tablets on the streets 
of Trenton, N. J. He was a sad, lonely, 
broken old man. His former wife and 
children had nothing to do with him. 
Fame and popularity were gone. There 
were left for him only that silly nurse, 
the pangs of poverty, and remorse of 
heart. 
that might be related. 


One tried and true method of putting 
a halt to the rush for the divorce court 
is the liberal application of Christian 
principles in daily living. Christ taught 
His disciples, “And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. .. ..For if 
ye forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you: 
but if ye forgive not men their tres- 
passes, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses” (Matt. 6:12, 14, 15). A 
spirit of mutual forbearance and for- 
giveness on the part of both husband 
and wife should be practiced not only 
annually, during fall evangelistic serv- 
ices, but also daily in the home. Hatreds 
and grudges, if allowed to go unchecked, 
only act as boomerangs — they return to 
their senders, and leave indelible marks 
of bitterness which invariably give the 
face a cloudy, crabbed, and sour expres- 
sion. The spirit of forgiveness and a 
liberal application of First Corinthians 
13 will go a long way toward ruining 
the divorce business. 

Christian couples should also remem- 
ber that the vows of marriage are sacred, 
and ought to be lived up to. A married 


man’s fancy. might turn to the pretty 
face of a different girl each year of his 
married life. 


But ethically he is not in 


This is only one case of many — 


By W. WYETH WILLARD » 


a position to do a thing about it; he has 
already committed himself to the one 
whom once he thought the most beau- 
tiful creature in the universe. The same 
might be said about the woman; she 
must look across the breakfast table at 
that same man each morning until death 
parts them, and they breakfast no more. 
In the Navy, after the war was over, 
I discovered that many a man wanted 
to leave ship and return home to civilian 
life. Some applications for discharge 
from the Naval service were justified; 
but most of them were merely the re- 
sult of aggravated homesickness. The 
official requests were invariably returned 
to their senders with the following nota- 
tion: “The Navy expects you to live 
up to your contract.” In like manner 
God expects Christians to live up to 
their marriage vows. 


America’s Subtle Enemy of Marriage 


The most subtle enemy of marriage 
and the home in America today is 
Hollywood. This den of iniquity; this 
cesspool of all things filthy and _ vile, 
ought to be destroyed. One of the trag- 
edies in connection with the motion pic- 
ture industry is this: its products are 
exported into all the world. Other 
nations judge us by these perversions, 
and think all Americans are like the 
tinsel gods and goddesses who live in 
their papier-maché Hollywood. 

An English critic of American movies 
expressed himself in the following man- 
ner: 

“People who are sending this nauseat- 
ing film stuff across the world are fouling 
civilization. Our criminal courts and hos- 
pitals are left to clear up the litter, while 
money-bugs clear off with the money 
bags. One can respect misguided. en- 
thusiasm and honest error, but here are 
men deliberately exploiting every human 
nobility for cash. An England peopled 
with their sexual specters could not live. 
I am no kill-joy, and for that reason I 
do not want to see happiness and beauty 
and idealism shattered. I prefer to see 
dirt outlawed by an informed public 
opinion.” * 

A visit by the writer to Hollywood and 
a study of the motion picture industry 
has revealed the following pertinent 
facts: 

i. Over ninety per cent of the leading 
actors and actresses have been divorced, 
some of them five or six times. 

. Hollywood is an unreal world. Its 
products are, in the main, unfaithful 
accounts of life as it really is. 


3. The heroes and heroines of Holly- 
wood are admired and idolized by 
millions of Americans. 


4. Admiration and adulation 


is) 


invariably 





1J. A. R. Cairns, in book by Arthur Mee, 
“One Thousand Famous Things.” (Hodder 
and Stoughton, London, 1937, p. 37). 
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lead to imitation. Hence comes one 
major reason for the moral muddle in 
which America finds itself today. Amer- 
icans have copied the gods and god- 
desses they worship in Hollywood. 

5. A Christian and nationwide revival, 
with its attendant social action, would 
help to destroy the influence of Holly- 
wood in America and in the world. 


The revival we need ought to have 
its origin in the home. However, too 
many of our Christian homes have be- 
come mere rooming houses and lunch 


counters. We rush in, rush out, and — 


rafely see other members of the family 
circle. As Leland Wang puts it, Amer- 
ieans are prone to “Hurry, worry, marry, 
bury.” On the other hand, the home 
should be the headquarters for our (1) 
worship, (2) work, (3) play, and (4) 
discipline. 

Family worship for God’s people is 
age-old. We read in the Book of Dan- 
iel, “Now when Daniel knew that the 
writing was signed, he went into his 
house; and his windows being open in 
his chamber toward Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a 
day, and prayed, and gave thanks before 
his God, as he did aforetime” (Dan. 6: 
10). The Apostle Peter, while he was a 
guest in the home of Simon the tanner, 
“went up upon the housetop to pray 
about the sixth hour” (Acts 10:9). Down 
through the ages, men of faith have made 
their homes outstations of the church — 
where God is present, where He is wor- 
shiped and adored. 

In our day the program of family wor- 
ship might well be as follows: Com- 
mence with the singing of hymns, con- 
tinue with readings from the Word of 
God, and end with a circle of prayer. 
In Robert Burns’ “Cotters’ Saturday 
Night” we see the ideal picture of Chris- 
tian home worship at its best. It was 
from such Scottish homes with their 
family altars that there went forth the 
great pioneer missionaries. Robert Mof- 
fat, David Livingstone, Alexander Mac- 
Kay —all to Africa; Ion Keith-Falconer 
to Arabia; John G. Paton to the New 
Hebrides; James Chalmers to New 
Guinea; and many others to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. Christian homes 
ought to be nurseries for the ministry 
and the mission fields. 

Worship in the home has as its part- 
ner an activity called work. In the do- 
main of the home, the acknowledged cap- 
tain of the laboring crew is the woman. 
‘It is her part to care for the appearance 
of the house. It is her duty to keep the 
home tidy and neat, because where there 
is confusion, with junk dumped here 
and there, minds tend to become clut- 
tered and confused. 

Moreover, the meals the wife pre- 
pares, and the plates she serves, act as 
oil poured upon the human machinery of 
domestic relations. “Say, Mother, that 
was a good dinner!” This spontaneous 


note of appreciation is indeed like a 
sweet hymn of praise to the ears of any 
housewife. 
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The husband should look upon his 
home as a place for rest and relaxation. 
Therefore he should not become too in- 
volved with domestic activities, and 
thereby slip into the error of thinking 
himself to be somebody. Then again, at 
times husbands make invalids of their 
wives by waiting on them hand and foot 
— breakfast in bed, and all that sort of 
thing. However, the man’s aloofness from 
the kitchen should not prevent him from 
helping now and then without becoming 
too involved. Our Lord’s first miracle 
was performed at a feast (John 2:1-10); 
and among His acts of helpfulness there 
stands out that incident in which he 
broiled fish for His disciples (John 21:9). 

By way of illustration, a word is added 
concerning the distinguished president 
of Wheaton College, V. Raymond Edman, 
Ph.D. In several homes where I have 
visited, and in different states, the man 
of the house or the wife has proudly 
stated, “We have entertained Dr, Ed- 
man!” And then one or the other would 
relate, how after the noonday or evening 
meal, the college president would don 
an apron and assist with the cleaning of 
the dishes. What perfect technique for 
home missions ! Some folks just hate to do 
dishes. But there was the college presi- 
dent, pitching in where "he was needed 
most at that particular time. 

Last spring, while I was conducting a 
series of evangelistic meetings in an 
Eastern city, I was entertained in the 
home of the treasurer of a nationally 
known corporation. Now, just because 


ls Cremation Christian? 
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my host and hostess happened to be well 
situated in life was no reason for me 
to snub them. Moreover, the lady of 
the house was a Unitarian—and she 
was quite proud of her religion. But 
she despised housework in general, and 
dishwashing in particular. Therefore, 
in imitation of Dr. Edman, after I had 
finished my first meal in their home, I 
proceeded to clear the dinner table, wash 
the dishes, and clean the sink. The 
amazed lady, although she appeared at 
first to be quite hostile to the messages, 
soon became attentive to the preaching 
of God’s Word. And then one night, 
after hearing a sermon which dealt with 
the second coming of our Lord, she 
seemed quite changed in her attitude. At 
the present time she is taking a series 
of correspondence courses in the study 
of Christian doctrine and life as offered 
by the Moody Bible Institute. It pays 
to witness by word and deed. 

A never-to-be-forgotten incident in my 
life occurred several years ago. After 
I had helped my wife in the kitchen, in 
an exhausted condition I slumped into 
the big living room chair. While musing 
on my good fortune for not having been 
born a woman, my wife sneaked up be- 
hind me, planted a kiss on my neck, and 
exclaimed, “My handsome brute!” Such 
flattery brought her more assistance in 
the kitchen! But this incident was quite 
amusing from my point of view, since 
I was neither handsome nor a brute. 

(To be continued) 


Frequently Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trmes is asked if cremation is right or 


wrong for believers. 


Some years ago, the late Dr. Charles G. Trum- 


bull, who was then Editor of the Tumes, prepared a discussion of this 


question, and it was published in June, 1935. 


It is here reprinted in re- 


sponse to many requests. 


REMATION is not an unusual method 
of disposing of the human body 
after death, and one often reads earnest 
arguments in its favor. But is cremation 
Christian? THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMes 
discussed this question briefly in its issue 
of September 15, 1934, and was surprised 
at the large number of letters that then 
poured in from readers in every part 
of North America. Many of these 
strongly defend cremation. Others ex- 
press the belief of the Trmes, that cre- 
mation is not God’s will for His children, 
Still others are in honest doubt, and de- 
sire light. A few of the many letters 
follow: ; 
Since I have an argument in favor of 
cremation, I would like the information 
you have on the subject. At present I 
have no expectation of using either burial 
or cremation, for I am expecting the 
soon return of the Lord Jesus Christ; but 
as pastor of three churches I feel I ought 
to be informed on this subject, and also I 
am interested personally.—A Wisconsin 
pastor. 


As a member of our men’s Bible society 
I am greatly interested, because there is 





a question in regard to cremation in the 
hands of one of our members. Would 
you be pleased to give us some informa- 
tion in regard to this matter? It would 
greatly help us.—A Michigan reader. 

As to cremation being Christian, I refer 
you to 1 Samuel 31:12, 13; also Joshua 7: 
25. Cremation seems to have been the al- 
most universal custom of the Aryan races, 
of the Aryan settlers in India, of Greeks, 
Romans, Slavs, Celts, and Teutons, in dis- 
posing of their dead. It is practiced by 
numerous peoples of Asia and America, 
and a return to the practice is strongly 
advocated in the leading nations of today. 
—A Washington reader. 


The whole testimony of Scripture is 
against cremation except as a penalty or 
an intentional pollution, or an emergency 
measure, as in time of pestilence. 

It is surprising that those who defend 
cremation should cite the Scriptures they 
do. Thus Joshua 7:25 tells'us that, after 
Achan had brought defeat to Israel by 
sinning against God in taking “the ac- 
cursed thing” that God had forbidden, 
God directed that “he that is taken with 
the accursed thing shall be burnt with 
fire, he and all that he hath.” Joshua 
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Lesson for May 15 


and Israel obeyed God: “And all Israel 
stoned him with stones, and burned them 
with fire after they had stoned them with 
stones.” Does this passage commend cre- 
mation to Christians as a reverent dis- 
posal of the body? 

The other passage cited by the Wash- 


. ington reader, 1 Samuel 31:12, 13, cer- 


tainly does not show, as he says, that 
cremation is Christian. King Saul, hav- 
ing flagrantly disobeyed God, had been 
defeated in battle by heathen enemies 
and had died a shameful death that was 
practically suicide. His three sons died 
with him, and Israel forsook them and 
fled. The Philistines stripped the dead 
bodies of Saul and his sons, cut off the 
head of the king, hung his armor in the 
temple of a heathen goddess, and “fast- 
ened his body to the wall of Beth-shan.” 

Then the men of Jabesh-gilead, hearing 
of the indignity, went to Beth-shan by 
night and took the bodies of Saul and 
his sons “and came to Jabesh, and burnt 
them there. And they took their bones, 
and buried them under a tree at Jabesh.” 
This is the Scripture quoted by the 
Washington reader as in favor of crema- 
tion as an honoring and usual form of 
Jewish custom! The whole narrative 
shows that it was an extraordinary and 
desperate measure. As the Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown Commentary notes: 
“This was not a Hebrew custom. It was 
probably resorted to on this occasion to 
prevent all risk of the Bethshanites com- 
ing to disinter the royal remains for fur- 
ther insult.” The same commentary says 
elsewhere: “Burial was the usual He- 
brew mode of dispgsing of their dead.” 


The True Meaning of Resurrection 


Other arguments are urged in favor of 
cremation. Thus a California reader 
quotes the president. of a Liberal the- 
dlogical seminary in America as saying: 

I am heartily in favor of cremation: not 
only is it sanitary and scientific, but I be- 
lieve it has a distinct religious value in 
emphasizing the fact that it is the spirit, 
and not the garment of fiesh which the 
spirit wears, which is immortal. 

By the act of cremation, the strongest 
possible emphasis is laid on the truth that 
the soul has been set free from the body. 
But this statement is sharply in dis- 

agreement with God’s Word in 1 Corin- 
thians 15, where we are told that the 
body, “the garment of flesh,” is to be 
given immortality in the resurrection. 
The death of the believer separates the 
soul or spirit from the body only tem- 
porarily; spirit and body, as the New 
Testament plainly shows, are to be re- 
united when Christ comes again and the 
dead are raised. “It” — that is, the body 
“is sown in corruption; it is raised in 
incorruption . . . the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible * for this corruptible 
Must put on incorruption, and this mor- 
fal must put on immortality.” So it is 
the body, as well as the spirit, of every 
believer that will be given immortality 
by the redemption wrought out for us 
by the death and resurrection of Christ. 


= 
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Another letter in defense of cremation, 
from a Detroit reader, makes the same 
mistake as it says of cremationists: 

Their reverence of God, the Creator, 
exceeds that of the majority of the so- 
called Christians, as they feel that the 
Creator of the glorious works of creation 
would never return their spiritual body 
to inhabit the old, worn-out house in 
which it lived during its stay on this 
earth. 

But that is exactly what Christ’s vic- 
tory over sin and death does accomplish, 
by changing “the old, worn-out house,” 
or “body of our humiliation,” into the 
likeness of His glorious body, in the res- 
urrection (Phil, 3:21). Our Lord’s own 
body, in which He lived “during its stay 
on this earth,” was raised from the dead 
as it was reunited with His spirit; and 
so Paul could declare triumphantly that 
“now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
.. . So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is writ- 
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

A great deal of handsomely printed 
literature in favor of cremation has been 
sent to THE SunpDAyY ScHoo. Times, and 
some of this gives the statements of 
prominent people; but it is significant 
that many of these are from religious 
Liberals, humanitarians, and such writers 
as Jack London, Frank Crane, and Ella 
Wheeler Wilcox. Christian conviction 
and the whole testimony of the Bible are 
against cremation, which is pagan and 
heathen in its origin. 

In an extended brochure, “Why Man- 
kind is Returning to Cremation,” the 
author unconsciously gives facts against 
cremation rather than for it. Thus Isa- 
iah 30: 33 is quoted as “indicating that cre- 
mation was a common practice at dif- 
ferent periods of Jewish history. A 
magnificent funeral pyre was accorded 
beloved kings— those in disfavor were 


interred.” But Isaiah, cited in defense 
of cremation, tells us of God’s wrath 
against Assyria, and declares: “For 


Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the 
king it is prepared; he hath made it deep 
and large: the pile thereof is fire and 
much wood; the breath of the Lord, like 
a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.” 
The word Tophet means “place of fire,” 
and is a symbolic reference to the lake 
of fire and the doom of the beast (Rev. 
19:20). Christian people would hardly 
wish to take this as a reason for cremat- 
ing the bodies of their loved ones who 
have goffe to be with the Lord. 
Another Scripture noted is 2 Chron- 
icles 16:14, recording of King Asa that 
“they buried him in his own sepulchres 
. and laid him in the bed which was 
filled with sweet odors ard divers kinds 
of spices prepared by the apothecaries’ 
art: and they made a very great burn- 
ing for him.” While some understand 
this as meaning the cremation of the 
corpse, most Bible students take it as 
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a great burning of spices and perfumes. 
Thus in Jeremiah 34 King Zedekiah of 
Judah was told: “Thus saith the Lord 
of thee, . . . thou shalt die in peace: 
and with the burnings of thy fatlers, 
the former kings which were before thee, 
so shall they burn odours for thee.” 

Amos 6:10 is cited as though in favor 
of cremation. The passage tells of God’s 
judgments coming upon Israel, and we 
read:. “And it shall come to pass, if 
there remain ten men in one house, that 
they shall die. And a man’s uncle shall 
take him up, and he that burneth him, 
to bring out the bones out of the house.” 
The International Bible Commentary 
comments on this: “This probably 
means that the mortality (of pestilence 
following famine) will be so great as to 
throw the care of the dead upon their 
more distant relatives; who, to prevent 
infection, will burn the bodies instead of 
burying them.” The Expositor’s Bible 
comments: “But the death of even so 
large a household as ten .. . the dis- 
posal of the bodies by burning instead 
of the burial customary among the He- 
brews — sufficiently reflect the kind of 
calamity.” 


Cremation as Pollution 


The burning of human bones was even 
done as a deliberate act of pollution, to 
indicate God’s judgment upon men who 
had turned away from Him. Thus Josiah, 
one of the most righteous kings in 
Judah’s history, broke down a false altar 
and “took the bones out of the sepul- 
chres, and burned them upon the altar, 
and polluted it, according to the word of 
the Lord” (2 Kings 23:16). But when - 
Josiah saw the sepulcher of a man of 
God, he commanded: “Let him alone; 
let no man move his bones.” 

The booklet mentioned cannot, of 
course, bring forward a single Scriptural 
reason for cremation as the reverent or 
Christian method of disposal of the dead 
body of a believer. But readers of the 
Times have called attention to Scriptures 
that are against it. A Pennsylvania 
reader writes: 

In regard to the question of cremation, 
the example our God made in the disposal 
of the body of Moses (Deut. 34:5, 6) 
should be the answer of every believer. 
This passage tells us that, when “Moses 

the servant of the Lord died there in the 
land of Moab, according to the word of 
the Lord,” then “he [God] buried him in 
a valley in the land of Moab, .. . but 
no man knoweth of his sepulchre.” God's 
method was burial, not cremation. 

A New Jersey reader writes: 

You may have overlooked the follow- 
ing Scripture on cremation. In First 
Corinthians 15:42-44 we have the words, 
“It is sown,” four times. Evidently the 
Lord expected our practice of the burial 
of the body rather than cremation. There 
is no doubt that it is the Lord's will to 
“sow.” 

These inspired words of Paul follow 
his statement that grain or wheat (a type 
of the burial and resurrection of be- 











390 (6) 





lievers) is sown in the ground before it 
rises out of the ground — it is not burned. 


God’s Condemnation of Cremation 


Not only is there no approval of cre- 
mation in the Bible, but God’s condem- 
nation is plain. An Oregon reader writes: 


God gave a definite reason for His judg- 
ment falling on Moab: “Thus saith the 
Lord: For three transgressions of Moab, 
and for four, I will not turn away the 
punishment thereof; because he burned 
the bones of the king of Edom into lime” 
(Amos 2:1). 

This seems to me to show a definite dis- 
approval by God. My reason for feeling 
sure of this is because, if we are to have 
our bodies again, glorified bodies, we are 
to do nothing to destroy them even after 
the life has left them. Of course, the God 
who made them in the first place when 
He made Adam and Eve from the dust, and 
the God who can bring again the body 
which has been eaten by a fish or burned 
in a fire by an accident, can just as easily 
remake a body which is turned to ashes; 
but we are not to be the ones to destroy 
such a sacred temple of His Spirit. 


Let us never forget that the body is 
just as real and eternal a part of man as 
his spirit. That is why the resurrection 
of the body is an inseparable part of our 
salvation: Christ would be no Saviour 
unless He were “able to save to the utter- 
most” and undo all the consequences of 
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sin, not only in our spirits but also in our 
bodies. Therefore we have the inspiréd 
prayer: “And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and. soul and .body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23). 
It is not for us to destroy any human 
body by ‘fire. Death brings corruption 
to the body; that is part of “the wages 
of sin,” which is death. But that cor- 
ruption will be replaced by incorruption, 
in the resurrection of the body at the 
Lord’s return. 

Finally, as our Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self died, then rose from the dead, and 
is “become the firstfruits of them that 
slept,” so that “in Christ shall all be made 
alive,” surely the divine precedent of 
our Lord in the burial — not the burning 
—of His body is final and authoritative 
precedent for, us. The Heavenly Father 
saw to it that, when His Son had died 
for our sins, a believer “named Joseph,” 
who “was a good man, and a just,” in 
loving reverence took the body of his 
Lord “and wrapped it in linen, and laid 
it in a sepulchre” (Luke 23:53). 

The body of the Son of God was 
buried, not burned. Do Christians need 
any other reason for burial instead of 
cremation? 


No Magic Formula for Sunday School Growth 


How careful planning, faithful effort, and enthusiastic spirit paid dividends 


F A group of consecrated Sunday 
school workers is really in earnest 

about increasing attendance, it can be 
done: and neither cold weather, hot 
weaiher, gas rationing, nor vacations can 
prevent it. Moreover, the increase can 
be held. Such a group in the First Bap- 
tist Church of Cheyenne, Wyo., laid the 
groundwork for growth several years 
ago. Continued constructive work re- 
sulted, in 1947, in reaching the highest 
average of the school’s history. The in- 
crease continued in 1948. 

To say that we have a magic formula 
would be untrue. Growth has been due 
to a combination of workable plans and 
practices adapted from books and articles 
written for the purpose of increasing 
aitendance, and tq the development of 
an optimistic and_ enthusiastic spirit 
among our leaders that makes it simple 
to reach toward new goals, as we use the 
talent placed in our hands by the Holy 
Spirit and the time at our disposal. 

A prerequisite of a growing school is 
a complete staff, trained, Christ-loving, 
and happy in their work. Our four gen- 
eral officers are elected by the church, 
but the remainder of the staff is secured 
by the assistant superintendent, whose 
no small task it is to keep it camplete 
from Cradle Roll to Extension Depart- 
men‘. Each year, every worker is in- 


By MRS. A. C. MORTENSEN 


terviewed and reappointed to begin work 
July 1. The rehiring plan gives oppor- 
tunity to make changes that seem wise, 
since one may not necessarily do his 
best work in the same capacity for a 
lifetime. Pianists for each department 
are considered important, and junior and 
senior high young people, including two 
boys, are serving very satisfactorily in 
these positions. 

Standards for our leaders are high. 
But, if one is to do the Lord’s work, 
is it too much to ask that he be a mem- 
ber of the church, attend its worship 
services, maintain daily devotions, attend 
monthly workers’ conferences, take at 
least one teacher training course a year, 
and be in his place on time with work 
well prepared? A few fail to catch the 
vision, but many do. They “maintain 
the glow,” a joy to those who serve be- 
side them. New teachers tryout for a 
month before accepting appointment. We 
do not rush new church memters into 
Sunday school work without a “get- 
acquainted” prelude; nor do we high- 
pressure anyone into taking a place on 
the staff. 

A worker who is to be absent courte- 
ously notifies the assistant superintend- 
ent, so that a substitute may make prep- 
aration. Emergencies mean a few last 
minute substitutions, but surprisingly 
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few. Wherever possible, we arrange for 
a month’s vacation from Sunday schoo] 
work for each staff member. An annua] 
banquet honors the fifty-odd workers, 
with an outside speaker bringing an ip. 
spirational message to the whole group 
during the after-dinner program. 

Though we are handicapped by an in. 
adequate building, we strive to make the 
best use of it, shifting classes, even de. 
partments, if more people can 'e made 
comfortable as a result. We believe that 
the Lord would have His house clean 
and orderly, so we houseclean and re. 
decorate, with volunteer help, after va. 
cation school closes. 

The growing school requires an ample 
supply of the hest materials obtainable, 
For the most part we use denominational 
supplies. However, we insist on good 
fundamental teaching, and, if our own 
denominational material fails to fill the 
need, we have no scruples against. or- 
dering from another source. We encour. 
age the purchase and use of suitable 
songbooks, pictures, nursery toys, and 
activity materials, and then expect good 
stewardship in caring for them. 

A new record system was installed in 
our school six years ago. Good habits 
have been developed by many persons 
because of the weekly “check-up” which 
each person in attendance makes on his 
offering envelope — attendance, on time, 
offering brought, Bible brought, lesson 
preparation, and church attendance. 
Growth, or lack of it, is shown with 
equal honesty by this record system, for 
individual, class, department, and school, 


* Today’s general report calls attention to 


last week's, and to that of a year ago. 

We do not rely on contests or awards 
for growth, but rather plan for growth 
by -recognizing no slack season, We 
move into summer, for instance, with 
the impetus provided by the daily. vaca- 
tion school held the first two weeks in 
June and by Promotion Day, the last 
Sunday in the same month. Our menm- 
bers are encouraged to attend Sunday 
school every summer Sunday they are 


(Continued on page 401) 








The Christian Fellowship Tour 
This July 


FTER eight years. during which 
interval rail, steamship, and hotel 
conditions made tours impossible, THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times will resume, this 
year, its sponsorship of a Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour, planned and operated by 
the Northern Pacific Railway Company. 
This tenth Christian Fellowship Cruise 
will be focused upon the inside passage 
and the mighty fiords of British Colum- 
bia, culminating at Ketchikan, in south- 
eastern Alaska. The party will not ven- 
ture into the interior, but, on ihis part 
of the trip, will travel entirely along the 
scenic coast line —1,347 miles aboard 


(Continued on page 402) 
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LESSON 7. MAY 15. JESUS’ TEACHINGS ON THE JUDGMENT 


Mark 13; 14:3-9; printed text, 13:1, 2, 28-37 


Golden Text.—Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know.not when the time is.—Mark 13:33 


Kivc James VERSION 


Mark 13:1 And as he went out of the temple, one of his dis- 
ciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones and 


what buildings are here! 


2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these great 
buildings? there shall hot be left one stone upon another, that 


shall not be thrown down. 


28 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her branch is 
yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is near: 

29 So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come 
to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors. 

30 Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, 


till all these things be done. 


31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not 


pass away. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D, 


Approach to the Lesson 

HE title to this lesson is to some 
T extent at least, misleading, as it 

has nothing to do with either the 
final judgment of the wicked dead (Rev. 
20:11-15) or with the judgment of a 
believer’s work when he stands at the 
Bema, or judgment seat of Christ (1 Cor. 
$:13-15; 2 Cor. 5:10). It refers rather to 
certain .circumstances, including the 
judgment of the living nations, which 
have to do with our Lord’s second ad- 
vent; when He returns to this earth in 
power and glory to set up His King- 
dom in this very world where ‘He was 
‘once- rejected and crucified. Strictly 
speaking, therefore, our lesson has to 
do with our Lord’s teaching as to His 
second coming. In order to get a fuller 
understanding of the prophecies of our 
Lord as set forth in Mark 13, I would 
urge the student to read carefully Mat- 
thew 24 and Luke 21. All of these three 
chapters are occupied with Christ's “sec- 
ond sermon in the Mount,” as Sir Robert 
Anderson aptly designated it. That is, 
they give us the gist of the Lord’s an- 
swer to the questions of the apostles 
concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, 
the sign of His coming, and the end of 
the age—not the world—but the age 
preceding the revelation of the Son of 
man from Heaven, when He will return 
in His glory and the glory'of His holy 
angels, 


The Historical Setting 

It was on the Tuesday evening of the 
last week of our Lord on earth that He 
sat on the Mount of Olives with His dis- 
ciples and predicted the destruction of 
Jerusalem, which took place some forty 
years later, and gave His great prophetic 
discourse, describing conditions that 
would prevail in Palestine and among 
the nations of the world prior to and in 





32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not 


the time is. 


the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but’ the Father. 
33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: 


for ye know not, when 


34 For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who 
left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every 


man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 


35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrow- 
ing, or in the morning: 

36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 

37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


% % % ~ 


connection with His second coming to 
set up His Kingdom and to deal with all 
unrighteousness in judgment. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 13:1—“See what manner of 
stones and what buildings are here!” 
The disciples had a pardonable pride in 
the magnificence of the Temple and its 
surroundings as completed so recently 
by the unspeakably corrupt Herod the 
Great. They gloried, as other Jews 
would, in these beautiful structures, but 
the Lord found no satisfaction in them. 


Verse 2.—“There shall not be left one 
stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down.” Such was the prophetic 
declaration of the Lord. It must, at the 
moment, have seemed almost incredible 
that such words could ever have a literal 
fulfillment. Yet within a short time they 
were fulfilled to the letter in exact ac- 
cord with His prediction. This was fol- 
lowed by long centuries of the desolation 
of Palestine and of its capital city, and 
eventually the Temple area was defiled 
by the building of a great Mohammedan 
mosque, which remains to the present 
time. The rest of our lesson carries us 
on to the closé of the present age and 
to even's connected with the second 
coming of Christ. 


Verse 23.—“Now learn a parable of the 
fig tree.” The fig tree is one of the sym- 
bols used in both Testaments to repre- 
sent the nation of the Jews. God called 
Judah “my fig tree” (Joel 1:7). The 
Lord Jesus likened the nation to “a fig 
tree planted in a vineyard” (Luke 13:6). 
He came to cultivate the fig’ tree, but 
there was no fruit for God, so it had to 
be cut down (v. 9). For centuries Judah 
has been like the tree that Jesus cursed, 
dried up from the roots (Matt. 21:19). 
But in the last days, immediately preced- 
ing Christ’s return, the fig tree is to 
bud and blossom again. We see this 
beginning to come to pass at the present 
time. Israel is once more a nation in 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


the land of Palestine. To the careful 
Bible student this is one of the most sig- 
nificant signs of the times and heralds 
the near coming of the Son of man, 


Verse 29.—“When ye shall see these 
things come to pass, know that it is nigh, 
even at the doors.” The very sign on 
which Jesus laid such stress is now actu- 
ally coming to pass before our very eyes. 
How solemnly this emphasizes the near- 
ness of the end of the age and the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ from Heaven! 


Verse 20.—“This generation shall not 
pass, till all these things be done.” That 
is, the same generation of unbelieving 
Israel will remain until the end of the 
age. The word Genea signifies a race or 
a moral class, as well as a people living 
during a particular period. 


Verse 31.—‘My words shall not pass 
away.” The created heavens and earth 
shall vanish away, but the words of our 
Lord will stand forever. Notice that 
this declaration is made in connection 
with the truth He was revealing concern. 
ing His second advent. Yet how many to- 
day refuse to believe that Jesus will soon 
return to set up His’ Kingdom on this 
earth ! 


Verse 32.—“Of that day and ‘Fat hour 
knoweth no man.” The exaci hour .of 
the Lord’s. return is unknown, beeause 
it has not pleased the Father .o reveal 
it. Even the Son, while here on. earth 
in humiliation, refused to draw on His 
divine omniscience for such knowledge. 
The Father has kept this in His own 


power. The fact is certain. The time is 
near. But the exact date is not’ made 
known. All efforts to set and ferret out 


the day or hour are in vain, there‘ore 
the importance of living in an attitude of 
expectancy — watching and waiting for 
the Lord to come. , 

Verse 33.—“Take ye heed, watch and 
pray: for ye know not when the time is.” 
The attitude of the expectant believer 
should be one of prayerfulness, as he 








+> {¢ 
392 (8) 

watches for the dawning of the morning. 
The coming of the Lord is imminent, but 
the exact time unknown to any man. 

Verse 34—“The Son of man is as a 
man taking a far journey, who , . . com- 
mandeth the porter to watch.” Thus the 
Lord emphasized our responsibility to 
be ever on the tiptoe of expectation, 
while, at the same time, He gives “to 
every man his work.” As we wait for 
the Son from Heaven we are to serve 
with gladness. 

Verse 35.—‘“Watch ye therefore: for 
ye know not when...” The Lord rings 
the changes, as it were, on this command 
to watch, as He stresses the fact that 
His return may be at any hour of the 
day or night. His servants should ever 
be on the alert. 

Verse 36.—‘Lest coming suddenly he 
find you sleeping.” Alas, how many of 
the Lord’s people are in this condition, 
utterly unaware of the nearness of the 
Lord’s return. Sleeping saints are sloth- 
ful saints, who will lose much at the 
judgment seat of Christ. 

Verse 37.—‘What I say unto you I say 
unto all, Watch.”» And so the passage 
concludes with the reiteration of the 
command to be ever on the lookout for 
the Lord. “Watch” is His word to us all. 
May our hearts respond in loyalty to 
His admonition ! 


The Heart of the Lesson 
While the Scriptures give us certain 


signs of the time which should make us. 


to know that the time of the second ad- 
vent has drawn nigh, they do not tell 
us just when that glorious event will 
take place. Therefore the devout be- 
liever is exhorted to live in a constant 
attitude of expectancy, watching unto 
prayer, and seeking to serve with faith- 
fulness as he waits the fulfillment of the 
promise. Those who thus respond to His 
loving appeal will find that the hope of 
His return will have a purifying effect 
on their hearts and lives and a stimulat- 
ing effect upon their efforts to glorify 
their absent but soon-coming Saviour. 


Lesson Outline 

1. The Lord’s prediction (vs. 1, 2) 

2. ‘The lesson of the budding fig tree (vs. 
28, 29) 

3. The unchanged generation of Israel 
(v. 30) 

. The infallible Word (v. 31) 

.-The unknown hour (v. 32) 

. The expectant believer (v. 33) 

. The importance of watching for 
Christ’s return (vs. 34-37) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Two Aspects of Christ’s Second 
Advent, It was no part of our Lord’s 
purpose in this particular discourse to 
distinguish between the rapture and the 
appearing, two stages of His coming 
again which are developed clearly in 
the Epistles. It is the fact that He who 
was going away will return again that 


Aas 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 
6. May 8.—(19) The Clash With Re- 
ligious Authority ..Mark 11:27 to 12:44 
Next Week’s Lesson 


8. May 22.—(21) With: Jesus in the 
Upper Room. Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-38 








is emphasized, and the responsibility of 
His people is viewed in the light of this 
great fact. 


Summaries and Applications 

It is the will of God that all our lives 
should be lived in view of the near re- 
turn of His Son from Heaven. Are we, 
like the Thessalonians, serving and wait- 
ing with that glorious event as the lode- 
star of our souls? (1 Thess. 1:9, 10.) 

Scripture insists on the imminency of 
Christ’s second coming. If we are to 
put a millennium between us and that 
blessed fulfillment of His promise, how 
then can we watch and wait for His re- 
turn? 

It is a poor thing to talk of “holding 
the second coming” if the second com- 
ing does not hold us, and mold us, too. 

When tempted to criticize or under- 
rate others who also seek to serve the 
Lord, let us remember that it is to the 
Master alone that each servant must 
give account. 

Although our Lord told His disciples 
of the impossibility of their knowing 
when He would return, date-setters have 
been active all down the years, only to 
have their guesses proved false with the 
lapse of time. 

Are we so behaving ourselves that we 
could rejoice to hear the shout of our 
descending Lord at any moment, calling 
us to meet Him in the air? 

To unwatchful ones the Lord’s return 
will be unexpected and even unwelcome, 
as that of a thief in the night (Rev. 3:3), 
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but it will.be far otherwise to those who 
are instructed out of the Word and are 
waiting fer God’s Son from Heaven (1 
Thess. 5:4). 

Winona LAKE, IND. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merciful 
Father, whose love prompts every warn- 
ing of Thy Word, we thank Thee for the 
call to watchfulness we find in that Word 
today. Help us to lay it to heart and 
be on guard against all that is evil, 
against everything that would rob Thee 
of Thy place as Lord of our lives. Not 
only bless Thy Word to us, but help all 
who teach Thy Word in every place 
that it may find entrance to many hearts, 
Give us strength for our ‘daily work, 
wisdom for our problems, pardon of our 
sins, and power to resist temptation. 
May kindness, patience, and humility 
abound in us. Give guidance to our 
rulers, righteousness to our people, and 
peace in our time, we pray. Support the 
weak, heal the sick, comfort the sad, 
care for the needy, and make us channels 
of good to others. For this, Father, ever 
give us all sufficiency in all things that 
we may abound unto every good work, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Some day you may 
visit the interesting and historic French- 
Canadian city of Quebec. There you will 
see the Plains of Abraham, where the 
English forces of General Wolfe. won 
Quebec from the French. When you 
see the steep ascent that Wolfe’s men 
had to make up the face of great rocky 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT comparison would you draw be- 

tween our Lord’s pronouncement on 

the Temple in Mark 13 and His pro- 

nouncement on Mary’s deed in chapter 14? 

2. How many events are in view in the 
Olivet discourse? 


3. How are these events related? 


4. For what reason did our Lord pro- 
nounce doom on the Temple? 

5. To what event do verses 28-30 refer? 

6. What is the interpretation of the fig 
tree putting .forth leaves? 

7. What “generation” is referred to in 
verse 30? 

8. How can the ignorance which our Lord 
professes in verse 32 be explained? 

9. Is it correct to speak of “the certainty 
of the fact, but the uncertainty of the time” 
of our Lord’s return? 

10. How is the word “porter” used in 
verse 34? 


(Answers on page 397) 


cliffs, you will be amazed that they suc- 
ceeded. Mere boys should have been 
able to hold off a force of soldiers from 
scaling such cliffs and gaining the 
heights. Yet Wolfe and his men made 
the ascent and gained the citadel. Why? 
Because the over-confident defenders 
became careless and pleasure loving; 
and, one night, when they were off 
guard, the enemy. saw his opportunity, 
scaled the heights, and took the city. 
Quebec fell because its defenders failed 
to keep watch. 

And for failure to keep watch, thou- 
sands are losing the battles of life every 
day; while, at the last, for failure to keep 
watch, many will be unready for the 
return of Jesus Christ. No one knows 
when sudden temptation may strike. No 
one knows when the hour of death will 
come. No one knows when Christ will 
return as King and Judge. Watch your 
thoughts; watch your words; watch your 
deeds. Watch the company you keep, 
the books you read, the amusements you 
follow, the places you go. Watch and 
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Lesson for May 15 


pray against all of which you would be 
ashamed before your Lord. But also, 
watch and work to build into life all you 
can that your Lord will approve. “Take 
ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know 
not when the time is.” 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“There shall not be left one stone upon 
ano‘her” (Mark 13:2).—It is easy to 
understand the pleasure which the un- 
named disciple of verse 1 had, in call- 
ing the Lord’s attention to the great 
stones and magnificent buildings on the 
Temple site. 

Long after the Temple was destroyed, 
many of its massive stones were used 
in building that which is now called the 
Jews’ “Wailing Wall.” Having been 
privileged to visit that spot, I can testify 
that those stones are worth looking at. 

At the time of the Saviour’s birth, 
there was no room for Him in the inn; 
and at the time of His death there was 
no room for Him in the Temple. The 
religious leaders had rejected Him and 
plotted His death. They had allowed the 
Fathér’s house to become a house of 
merchandise and a den of thieves, hence 
judgment must fall. The Temple was 
destroyed in A.D. 70. 

In verses 3 to 27, the Lord unveils the 
future of Israel. He warns them against 
deception (v. 6). There would be those 
who would seek to impersonate Christ. 
There was a partial fulfillment of this 
feature of the prophecy. (See Acts 5: 
$6, 37.) And there have been deceivers 
since then; and shall be others, but the 
greatest deceiver of all will be the Anti- 
christ (John 5:43). 

Then He- mentions wars, earthquakes, 
famines, and troubles (vs. 7, 8). There 
have been some of each of these since 
He uttered the prophecy; but a study of 
the Book of the Revelation reveals that 
worse ones are to occur after the his- 
tory of the Church on earth is com- 
pleted. 

Then He predicts a period of cruel 
anti-Semitism (vs. 9-13). There has 
been, and still is, much of that in the 
world; but it will reach its apex in the 
Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21). 

Following this, He gave them the clue 
as to when those in Judwa should flee 
to the mountains, namely: when the 
abomination of desolation spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet would be “standing 
where it ought not” (v. 14). That abomi- 
Nation, or idol, or image, bas not yet 
been set up. (See Dan. 12:11.) The 
Jews have not had a temple in Jerusa- 
lem since A.D. 70, but they will have one, 
Patterned after the former ones — and 
the image will be set up in the holy 
Place of that temple which shall be 
rected in unbelief. This is the sign 
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which that quartette of disciples asked 
for in verses 3 and 4. 

After that He assured them there 
would be signs in the heavens also (vs. 
24, 25): to be followed by His manifes- 
tation in power and glory (v. 26), at 
which time the elect of Israel will be 
regathered from all places in which they 
have been scattered (v. 27). 

When the Lord appears thus in glory, 
all who constitute the Church will ap- 
pear with Him (Col. 3:4), having been 
“caught up” before the Great Tribula- 
tion. (See 1 Thess. 4: 13-18.) 

It is my personal opinion that the new 
State of Israel will soon do something 
about selecting and securing a site for 
a temple in or adjacent to Jerusalem. If 
they do build a temple, it could be the 
one in which the image shall be placed. 

According to Revelation 13, the image 
is to be of the first Beast —in all like- 
lihood the last head of the western alli- 
ance of nations. Since prophecies per- 
taining to Israel’s tribulation and final 
restoration are so near to fulfillment, 
how much nearer must the return of the 
Lord for His Church be! Well did the 
Lord say: “What I say unto you I say 
unto all, Watch.” Let all who name the 
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name of the Lord be characterized by 
prayerful, watchful waiting for Him. 

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree” 
(Mark 13:28).—The fig tree is the gen- 
erally accepted symbol of the remnant 
of Israel. (See the implication in an- 
other of the Lord’s parables, Luke 13: 
6-9.) Are we not justified in regarding 
the tender branch and sprouting leaves 
as evidences of the revival of the-national 
life of Israel? With over a half million 
Jews in the land, having their own uni- 
versity, their own coinage, their own 
stamps, their own flag, their own lan- 
guage, and even their own State with 
headquarters at Jerusalem, a national re- 
vival is surely taking place. Although 
there are thousands of “Orthodox” Jews 
among them, unbelief in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Messiah characterizes 
them. 

The present revival is not the one 
glowingly described by the Old Testa- 
ment prophets (Isa. 11; Jer. 31; Ezek. 
36; Mic. 4); but the present Israeli eould 
be the one that will sign a covenant 
with the coming head of the western 
union of nations— which covenant will 
be broken (Dan, 9:27) —and Antichrist 
will be manifested and the Great Tribu- 
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lation prevail. At the conclusion of that, 
the Lord Jesus will be manifested in 
glory to regather and re-establish Israel 
in the glory of all lands. What a “sum- 
mer” that will be for them! Then all 
the prophecies relating to Israel and the 
nations will be fulfilled. 

It is precious to notice that although 
the Lord has promised to do wonderful 
things for Israel and will keep His prom- 
ise to the last detail, He says, “I will 
yet for this be enquired of by the house 
of Israel, to do it for them” (Ezek. 36: 
37). He fully expects them to be ac- 
quainted with His promises and to be so 
eager for their fulfillment that they 
will ask Him to do it for them. It is 
my thought, based on Psalm 122:6, that 
the Lord would also enjoy having Gen- 
tile believers ask Him to “do it for 
them.” And, as we do so, we can re- 
joice in the knowledge that before doing 
all that for Israel, He will fulfill His 
promise to His bride to come and re- 
ceive her to Himself. “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a discordant phrase keeps 
running in my mind since noting the 
title of this lesson. It is this: “...a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment 
..” It suggests a picture of one trem- 
bling from head to foot in terror, looking 
for something that has not arrived, but 
is about to. Dread is a fearful thing. 
It makes life very miserable; indeed it 
is real suffering. One can get a taste of 
this sort of pain very early in life, Well 
do I remember when as a lad I had will- 
fully disobeyed my father and the dam- 
age had been done and it was too late 
to mend it. I waited for my father to 
come home. Then he would know all 
about it and I would have to face his 
judgment. My father was very stern on 
such occasions, and boy! did I quake! 
I am sure the suffering is much greater 
when one xnows he has done wrong. If 
he is innocent he can stand it much 
better. 

But that phrase—it is in Hebrews 
(10726-31), and here is the whole of it: 
‘For if we sin wilfully after that we 
have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice 
for sins, but a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation. .. 
He that despised Moses’ law died with- 
out mercy under two or three witnesses: 
of {how much sorer punishment, sup- 
pose ye, shdll he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of 
God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 
an unholy thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace? For we know 
him that hath said, Vengeance belong- 
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eth unto me, I will recompense, saith 
the Lord. And again, the Lord shall 
judge his people. It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

I don’t suppose you fellows spend much 
time thinking about “judgment day,” 
although it is a phrase not infrequently 
heard, most often in a joke. But it is 
an event which the Lord Jesus Christ 
very definitely and very emphatically 
warned us to be ready for; and when 
He lays emphasis on something, depend 
upon it, you and I are very foolish if 
we fail to take notice. Now listen to 
what Jesus says: “Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days shall the sun 
be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: and then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in 
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of 
the earth mourn, and they shall see the 
Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. And 
he shall send his angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall 
gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other” (Matt. 24: 29-31). 

When you remember this is an event 
enveloping the whole world at once, it 
is something so stupendous that, viewed 
from a spectacular point alone, it is awe- 
inspiring; but when you also remember 
that it will be the end of the age, the 
end of the world as we now know it, the 
beginning of eternal death or eternal 
glory for you and me—then we may 
well tremble with the terrific meaning 
of it; then, if we have been careless of 
the warning there will indeed be “a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgment.” 

The important thing is to be ready 
when the judgment comes. Our Lord 
makes it very plain that there is no way 
of knowing what time it will come, but 
He warns us to be ready (Matt. 24:42, 
44 to 25:13). Of one thing you may be 
very sure, the only time for getting 
ready is in this life. “Whatsoever ‘thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, 
whither thou goest” (Eccles. 9:10). 

And the tenure of life is very uncer- 
tain. Perfect health is no guarantee 
against an early and unexpected end. 
This afternoon’s paper tells of two fine 
young fellows driving home from col- 
lege for the week end. They collided 
with a truck and landed at the under- 
taker’s. How little they expected that! 


=— oo 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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One night in a service where I was 
preaching, I asked, “Where will you be 
five minutes after you die?” One man 
in the audience who should have ac- 
cepted his Lord as Saviour that night 
went out into the darkness thinking he 
would be at his home in five minutes. 
As he stepped from the curb between 
parked cars a bus ran over him and 
crushed his life out. 
Faces will sigh o’er my silent face; 
Dear ones will clasp me in loving embrace, 
Shadows of darkness will fill the place, 
Five minutes after I die. 
But the faces that sorrow I'll not see, 
And voices that murmur will not reach 
me; 
Where, oh, where will my spirit be — 
Five minutes after I die? 
Now I can stifle convictions stirred; 
Now I can silence the voice oft heard — 
Then — the fulfillment of God’s Word ! 
Five minutes after I die. 
Mated for aye with my own chosen 
throng, 
And eternity is, oh, so long, so long! 
Where shall I be if my soul is wrong— 
Five minutes after I die? 


FontTANA Dam, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for May 15 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
Be READY 


NE of the laws of teaching is that 

the teacWwer must start with some- 
thing in which the student is interested 
and about which he knows, and go on 
from there. How did the Lord Jesus 
exemplify this in Mark 13:1, 2? (His 
disciples were interested in the buildings 
of the Temple. The Lord used this as 
an approach to His lesson on signs of 
the last days.) His startling statement 
in verse 2 raised questions in their 
minds. What did they ask? 

How many of you are interested in 
signs of the last days? Good. Then 
we will read verses 5 to 13, and as we 
do so let us think how many of these 
signs have already been fulfilled or are 
being fulfilled today. 

The next section of this chapter, from 
verses 14 to 27, has not yet been ful- 
filled. We know this because Revelation 
13 tells about the abomination of deso- 
lation referred to by Daniel, and we 
learn that it is to be set up by the man 
of sin. Second Thessalonians 2 makes 
it clear that this wicked man will not 
be revealed until after the Holy Spirit 
leaves this earth. When will the Holy 
Spirit go? How soon may the Lord come 
for the Church? 

Now let us consider verse 28. In Scrip- 
ture, the fig tree is a picture of the 
nation of Israel. The fig tree is putting 
forth leaves before our very eyes. Until 
less than forty years ago the Jews were 
exiled from their land. Now Israel is 
a recognized nation. What does that 
show? 

Verse 31 occurs three times over in 
the Bible. When God puts something in 
His Word three times over He certainly 
means us to pay attention to it. As 
I think of this verse I see in memory 
a dear little boy of four sitting on a 
bench with his feet sticking straight out 
in front of him and his eyes fixed in- 
tently on my face. He was the youngest 
one in the class, so the Memory Verse 
was hard for him. But he started out well, 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away but,” 
then he paused, trying to remember. The 
right words would not come, so he tried 
again, “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away but My words won't.” The last 
part came out most emphatically. He 
could not remember the right wording, 
but he did grasp the meaning. 

God’s Word will not pass away. All 
these things we have been reading are 
absolutely certain to come to pass. What 
shall we do about it? The rest of the 
chapter tells us. There are two things, 
starting with W, that we should do. Find 
them as we read the last few verses. 
How do we know that we should do 
both? (Because He gave “to every man 
his work,” and He says to “all, Watch.”) 

Have you and I found the work the 
Lord has for us to do? Are we doing 
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it? Are we watching for Him? Work- 
ing and watching go together. 

When we were children it was occa- 
sionally necessary for Mother to leave 
us for a few hours. When she did so, 
she always left us each some work to 
do, and she usually brought home a lit- 
tle treat. We would get our work done 
as quickly as possible, and then run to 
the gate to watch for her. We ran to 
meet her with great delight, quite as 
pleased to see her as to get the little 
treat. 

But one day after she left we started 
playing and did not notice how fast the 
time was passing. Suddenly we realized 
that it was nearly time for her return. 
We rushed to do the tasks she had as- 
signed to us, but it was too late. She 
came before we could possibly get them 
done. How different her coming seemed 
that day from what it usually was! How 
ashamed we felt as she looked at us and 
the work we had not done! She had 
always insisted that work come before 
play, and we had disobeyed. 

The memory of our feelings that day 
compared to our joy on other occasions 
has caused me to pray many a time that 
when the Lord comes I may meet Him 
with joy and not with shame. What if 
He comes today? Will He be able to 
say to us, “Well done,” or will we hang 
our heads in shame because we have not 
done the work He gave us to do? 

In Mark 14 we find something else our 
Lord wants us to do, which starts with 
a W. He wants us to worship. Do you 
remember that in John 4:23 the Lord 
Jesus said that the Father seeks wor- 
shipers? Think of that! The God who 
so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, the one from whom 
comes every good and perfect gift, wants 
redeemed sinners to give Him the love 
and gratitude of their hearts! Should 
we ‘not then respond with gladness and 
take time to worship Him through 
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Christ our Saviour? (No worship is ac- 


ceptable to God unless it is offered 
through the Lord Jesus.) 

Now let us read Mark 14:3-9 together. 
This woman, to express to the Lord the 
deep love and devotion of her heart, 
pouréd out the most precious thing she 
had. The more we worship the Lord 
here, the more fully we shall be able 
to enter into the joys of Heaven here- 
after. 

No Christian life is complete without 
the W’s. Let us ask the Lord that we 
may find and do the special work He 
has for each of us. Let us pray that 
we may worship Him with all our hearts 
and that we may be able to say truth- 
fully: 

So I am watching quietly every day 

Whenever the sun shines brightly I rise 

and say, 

“Surely it is the shining of His face !'"’ — 

And look unto the gates of His high place 

Beyond the sea; 

For I know He is coming shortly 

To summon me. 

And when the shadow falls across the 

window of the room 

Where I am working my appointed task, 

I lift my head to watch the door, and ask 

if He is come? 


And the Spirit answers softly in my 
room, 

“Only a few more shadows and HE WILL 
COME.” 


(Assignment for Next Sunday’s Les- 
son: All of you read Exodus 12 this 
week, so as to inform yourselves as to 
the origin of the Jewish Passover.) 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Do not forget the importance of walk- 
ing according to the light you have, 
while seeking for more. If you feel you 
are called to the work, do not fear as to 
the way, and the time. He will make 
all plain. The eye of faith looks to Jesus 
and w«lks, in spite of wind and waves, 
on the water.—Hudson Taylor: 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times + three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be stages from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” reference is giwen to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 

mt paper shortage, readers are asked to 

t the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

Keep It Clean.—Take ye heed, watch 
and pray: for ye know not when the 
time is (Mark 13:33, Golden Text). The 
Judge is coming and He will reward 
every man according to his work. Are 
you ready to give account of your stew- 
ardship? Two little girls in school were 
excited about the forthcoming visit of 
the school board. “You better clean up 
your desk, for they might come any 
time,” suggested one. “I'll clean it up 
tomorrow.” “But they might come to- 
day.” “I'll clean it up this afternoon.” 
“But they might come this morning.” 
“I guess I'll keep it clean all the time!” 
What does your desk look like? Is there 
a lot of unfinished business? Are you 
up to date with your Bible and 
prayer? Are there some things between 
you and others that ought to be straight- 
ened out? Any time the Judge may 
come to check with His stewards. And 
it is required in stewards that they be 
found faithful—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Wilson Graham, Seattle. Prize 
illustration. 


When the Clock Stops.—Ye know not 
when the time is (Mark 13:33, Golden 
Text). Miss Tweedle, a missionary in 
India, writes: “At a village, a dear old 
woman noticed my wrist watch, so I put 
it to her ear. You should have seen 
her face ! She called to the other women, 
and said, ‘Come, come! Here’s a 
machine that keeps on saying, Quick, 
quick, quick.’ (The Tamil word for 
‘quick’ sounds similar.) I was then able 
to tell them that we kept a watch to 
remind us how quickly time is going. 
One day that watch would stop, so would 
her heart; and then she would have to 
meet God. What would she do? It was 
such a solemn time, and she said with 
tears in her eyes, ‘I will worship Jesus, 
so that when the clock stops I need not 
fear.’ ”—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Time To Awake.—When ye shall see 
these things come to pass, know that it is 
nigh, even at the doors (Mark 13:29). The 
following is an account of what he heard 
on board the Queen Mary, by Mr. Wal- 
ter Spears. He said: “I had a letter 
of introduction to a professor of political 
economy in Cambridge, who is also one 
of the editors of the Manchester Guard- 
ian. I met him one day on deck, re- 
marked how terrible he looked, and 
asked him if he were sick. He said he 
was not, but that he had been up all 
night with a group of men in someone’s 
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cabin discussing world affairs. The 
group of men turned out to be: the head 
of another government, an air chief mar- 
shal, a famous war correspondent and 
author, a radio news analyst, an attorney 
general, and himself. He said that they 
had been discussing the whole night long 
the conditions in *he various countries 
of the world, looking for some pinpoint 
of hope, and they found none. Finally, 
about four in the morning, one of the 
men present summed up the discussion 
by saying: ‘There is every evidence to 
indicate that this is the end of the world, 
and that mankind is the composite devil 
who is going to destroy himself.’” One 
of the most disturbing features of today 
is that many men of the world have a 
far clearer insight into the alarming 
state of-the world than do most profess- 
ing Christians. It is high time for the 
church of God to awaken to the fact 
that the end of the age is upon us, and 
that the second coming of Christ is near. 
—From the Flame. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, David City, Nebr. 


All We Could?—To every man his 
werk (Mark 13:34). 
The restless millions wait 
The light whose dawning 
Maketh all things new; 
Christ also waits — 
But men are slow and few. 
Have we done all we could? 
Have I? Have you? 
—From China’s Millions. Sent by E. 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Time To Decide—Ye know not 
(Mark 13:35). A student came to a 
Scottish professor, asking him how long 
he might safely put off decision for 
Christ. “Until the day before your 
death,” was the strange reply. “But I 
cannot tell when I shall die,” said the 
youth. “True,” replied the professor, 
“then decide now.”—From the Quiver. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Where Will You Be?—At even, or at 
midnight, or at-the cockcrowing, or in 
the morning (Mark 13:35). A Christian 
doctor in London wanted to arouse his 
page boy as to the salvation of his soul. 
One night the doctor explgined to him 
that “the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout” (1 Thess. 4: 
16). He ended the recital by saying, 
“When the Lord. comes, you may have 
my home, John.” THe boy looked sur- 
prised. “And my car.” John was more 
surprised. “And my furniture, and my 
money.” The boy could only gasp, 
“Thanks.” Alone in bed he began to 
think. “If the doctor goes to heaven, 
what will I do with his house and car 
and all the rest? Where will I be?” He 
woke up the doctor and explained his 
problem, and before morning he was also 
ready.—From the Philippine Evange- 
list. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, 
Nebr. 


House in Order.—Lest coming suddenly 
he find you sleeping 


(Mark 13:36). I 
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was spending the night in the home of 
a fine old physician. We were in what 
he called his “den.” Handing me a book 
he said, “Look over that while I finish 
a few things here at my desk.” Presently 
he put down the roller @p of his desk 
and smilingly turned to me with this 
cryptic sentence, “My house is now in 
order.” After a moment he continued, 


“You see, I have a heart ailment, and so 


every night before I retire I close up 
all of my affairs. If I don’t awaken in 
the morning, everything is in order. | 
am at this minute at peace with my God, 
my fellow man, and myself.” Years 
later I met the same sentence again. A 
girl had slipped and broken her neck. 
The doctors were about to take her to 
the operating room. Her father was on 
the way from a distant city. She asked 
me to give him this message in case she 
didn’t come back from the operating 
room: “Tell him my house is in order.” 
Just recently I met it once again. A little 
hunchback radio operator waited after 
the evening service to talk to me: “4 
have a feeling I won’t come back this 
time. I was torpedoed last time. My 
ship leaves tonight. I wanted to talk 
to somebody about the things of the 
other world. But please don’t get the 
wrong impression. My house is in or- 
der.”"—From Dr. C, Roy Angell, in the 
Teacher, S.B.C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Gift for Jesus (Mark 14:8-6, 9) 


EVIEW the past Memory Verses, Te- 

serving James 1:17 for the last. 
What good gifts did He give the rich 
farmer? It seems as if He had not given 
much to the poor lady in the Temple. 
But what did her love to Him give for 
an offering? 

Far off on the slopes of the Himalaya 
Mountains in India grows a little plant 
with hairy stocks below the leaves. 
(Show a picture of spikenard from a 
Bible dictionary.). In olden days a fra- 
grant perfume was made from the root 
stocks. You can read about it in the 
Song of Solomon (chap. 1:12). The Ro- 
mans and others liked to.use it in their 
baths and at banquets to make a stuffy, 
hot room smell sweet and fresh. But to 
get this plant from the distant moun- 
tains and make the perfume was very 
expensive. Only rich people could af- 
ford it. 

Mary — not the Lord’s mother Mary, 
but the sister of Martha and Lazarus— 
had a jar of this rich perfume. I do not 
know where she got it, whether she 
bought it or whether someone gave it 
to her. How she treasured that jar of 
sweetness ! 

It was now less than a week before 
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Lesson for May 15 


the Lord was to be crucified, but His 
friends did not know it. Already His 
enemies were plotting how they could 
catch Him quietly and kill Him. While 
they were plotting in Jerusalem, in the 
little village of Bethany, two miles away, 
His friends were planning a dinner 
party for Him. Prominent guests were 
to be there. Not only the Lord Jesus 
Himself, the Christ, but Simon who had 
once been a leper, and who now stood 
well and healthy, able to have the din- 
ner party in his own house—he who 
not long ago had had to leave even his 
own family and live alone lest others 
should catch his terrible disease. At the 
party, too, was Lazarus, not long before 
buried, and four days dead, but now 
alive and well. Martha was on the 
kitchen committee; she was most busy 
planning good things to eat. 

When the time came, there were not 
only the invited guests, but many peo- 
ple came to peek in on the party (as 
they did in those days) to see Jesus and 
Lazarus, too. (Have a picture showing 
method of reclining at table.) While 
Lazarus and Simon were talking with 
the Lord and His disciples, and Martha 
was busy waiting on the tables, quiet 
Mary slipped away to her own room. Her 
heart was filled so full of love for the 
Lord Jesus, that she felt she must do 
something for Him. Nothing was too 
good for Him. So she took her costly 
jar of spikenard and hurried back to 
the banquet hall. There she broke the 
seal of the bottle, and poured the pre- 
cious ointment on the head of the Lord 
Jesus, and on His feet, too. The house 
was filled with the sweet odor. Some 
said: “How foolish! That perfume could 
have been sold for $50 and given to the 
poor.” But the Lord Jesus knew the 
great love in the heart of the giver, and 
He told them not to bother her. She 
had done what she could. She had put 
the perfume on His body while He was 
still alive instead of waiting until He 
was buried. And He promised that 
wherever the Good News about Him was 
preached anywhere in the world, that 
what she had done would be told, too. 
And sure enough, it has been, ’way over 
here in the United States, thousands of 
miles away and hundreds of years later, 

I suppose the Lord enjoyed the sweet 
smell of the perfume, but what He liked 
best was the love in the heart and hand 
of Mary. Lazarus and Simon gave their 
companionship and friendly conversation 
to the Lord, and no doubt much love and 
thanks for what He had done for them. 
Martha in her love worked to please Him 
with good food. I do not know what 
you can do to show your love to the 
Lord Jesus, but I am sure there is some- 
thing. “Let all that ye do be done in 
love” (1 Cor. 16:14, R.V., Memory Verse), 
Use the outline of a pupil’s hand for 
the Memory Verse reminder. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


RINT the Memory Verse for today 
on an orange strip: “Let all that ye 
do be done in love.” 

What do you like to do for your mother 
or daddy or somebody else that you 
love very much? Don’t you like to give 
them something, perhaps make some- 
thing for them, or do something for them 


‘that they want done? We all want to 


show our love for others in some way. 
I have three grandchildren. They all 
want to show me that they love me, and 
they each have a different way. Norman 
quietly brings me something that he 
likes very much, a tiny plant or a stone, 
and gives it to me when there is no one 
else around, and how his eyes shine 
when I take it and admire it, and thank 
him. Alden wants to hug me and kiss 
my cheek and tell me how much he loves 
me, while Jeanette always wants to help 
me do things, and then tells me, “I 
helped you make the bed, Grandma, 
‘cause I love you.” Sometimes when I 
tell her to do something she doesn’t want 
to do, she fusses a bit and then says with 
a very condescending air, “All right, I 
don’t want to, but I will ‘cause I love 
you.” 

In this lesson we have the story of a 
woman who loved the Lord Jesus so 
much that she wanted to give Him the 
most wonderful thing of which she could 
think, and it was an alabaster box of 
very costly perfume. 

Jesus was taking dinner with Simon 
the leper, in his house, and the disciples 
were there, and perhaps some other 
guests, too. This woman came in and 
broke the box and poured the perfume 
on the head of the Lord Jesus, and John 
tells us she poured it also on His feet 
and wiped them with her hair. The 
perfume was so wonderful that the whole 
house was fragrant with the delightful 
odor. 

Right away somebody, probably Judas, 
began to find fault, and say she should 
have sold the perfume and given the 
money to the poor. But Jesus said, “Let 
her alone. She hath done what she 
could, and wherever the gospel shall be 
preached, this shall be told in memory 
of her.” And so it has been. We are 
reading and talking today about her 
work of love. Jesus told her. criticizers 
that the poor would always be with them 
and they could do for them at any time, 
but she had done this in love for Him. 
He knew He was soon to die on the 
cross, and He said she was anointing 
Him before He died, for His burying. 
It is interesting to notice that Mary of 
Bethany, this woman, did not go to the 
sepulcher on Easter morning to anoint 
and embalm the body of Jesus. She 
seems to have been the only one who 
understood that He must die and rise 
again on the third day. 

We cannot anoint the Lord Jesus 





(13) 397 


Christ with perfume, but we can give 
Him a sweet gift, one that brings joy to 
His heart. We can give Him ourselves, 
our lives to do just what He wants with 
us. If we let His Holy Spirit come in 
and rule our lives, our whole life will 
be sweet and a blessing to all we meet. 

I am praying today that the Holy 
Spirit may come into your hearts and 
give you a love for the Lord Jesus as 
real as your love to your mother and 
daddy and grandmother, a love that will 
make you want to talk to Him, bring 
Him gifts, and above all else, do His 
will. 

Once I knew a boy who always dis- 
obeyed his mother, and then brought her 
a box of candy. She would take it, and 
forgive him. Once she told me about it, 
and asked what she should do. I told 
her to refuse it the next time, and tell 
him that she could not accept a gift that 
was not given in love. He was very 
cross and insisted he loved her, but she 
still refused his candy, and gave him the 
word Jesus had given His disciples, “If 
ye love me, keep my commandments.” 
She said, “If you love me, you will obey 
me, and I want no more gifts until you 
obey.” She was right. 


FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 392) 


1. An illustrious but apostate temple is 
devoted to destruction; a simple, worship- 
ing soul is set apart for lasting honor. 


2. Two main events are in view: the de- 
struction of Jerusalem and the second com- 
ing of Christ. To say which is in view at 
each step in the chapter is not so simple. 


3. I think we can see in the destruction 
of Jerusalem a sort of preview of the 
greater event. 


4. Despite its great stones, the “chief cor- 
ner stone” had been rejected. (See Mark 
12:10; 1 Pet. 2:6, and so forth.) 


5. They probably have a primary refer- 
ence to the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
an ultimate reference to the return of the 
Lord. 


6. Verse 29 is the interpretation. 


7. If it refers to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, the generation then living is in view; 
if the second coming, two explanations are 
offered: (a) the Jews as a people, (b) the 
generation that sees the beginning of “these 
things.” 

8. It was part of the voluntary self-abase- 
ment of the Incarnation. 


9. The time is as certain as the fact, but 
just not revealed to us. (See Acts 17:31.) 


10. Doorkeeper, not a carrier. 
WHEATON, ILL, 
we 


To watch implies not only to believe 
that our Lord will come, but to desire 
that He would come, to be often thinking 
of His coming, and always looking. for 
it as sure and near, and the time of it 
uncertain. To watch for Christ’s coming 
is to maintain that gracious temper and 
disposition of mind which we shouid be 
willing that our Lord, when He comes, 
should find us in.—Matthew Henry. 
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Children 1 at Home 
Chandra Lila 


By Mabel C. Stewart 


NCE, a long time ago, a little Hindu 

girl, named Chandra Lila, was born 
in India. As was the custom, she was 
married when still only a little girl. It 
was a sad day when her husband died, 
and she was left a child widow. 

Every one blamed Chandra Lila for 
her husband’s death. 

“You must have done something to 
make him die,” the women said. 

Of course, little Chandra Lila had done 
nothing, but .Hindus believe that the 
wife is in some way responsible for her 
husband’s death, even though she may 
be only a little girl. 

Poor little Chandra Lila! She couldn't 
understand it at all. She couldn’t under- 
stand, either, why they took away all her 
jewelry and pretty clothes. 

“You can never wear such things 
again,” they said, “and you can never 
marry again.” 

The women did not mean to be un- 
kind. They were only telling her what 
their religion had taught them to believe. 

Chandra Lila’s father was a Brahmin 
priest, and knew all about the Hindu re- 
ligion. However, he was very fond of 
his little daughter, and tried to make 
things easier for her. Every one was 
horrified when he began to teach her to 
read Sanskrit. 

“You can’t teach a girl to read this 
sacred language,” they exclaimed. “It 
is forbidden in our religious books.” 

Chandra Lila’s father, however, con- 
tinued to teach his little girl, and she 
could soon read well. The study, and 
the companionship of her father took 
away much of her loneliness. 

Then her father planned to go on a 
pilgrimage to visit India’s sacred shrines, 
places where crowds of devoted Hindus 
go, hoping to be blessed by the gods. 
He decided to take Chandra Lila with 
him, 

“First of all,” he said, “we shall make 
our way to Mother Ganges.” 

Chandra Lila knew about Mother 
Ganges, of course, that sacred river 
where Hindus bathe in hope of having 
their sins washed away. 

Out they started from their mountain 
home, this father-priest and his little 
daughter, along narrow, steep mountain 
paihs, or past green fields where the 
hot sun of India beat down upon them, 
and clouds of dust from much-traveled 
roads rose to choke them. Chandra Lila 
grew very tired, but she kept looking 
forward to their goal— Mother Ganges. 

“There we shall bathe,” she thought, 
“and the cool, clear water will refresh 
us, and bring us a blessing.” 

Finally they came to the river, but 
what a disappointment! It was not the 
Leautiful, clean stream which Chandra 
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Lila had expected. It was dirty, and 
crowds of dirty and sick men, women, 
and children were bathing in it. How 
could she step into the filthy water? 
When her white-robed father stepped in, 
however, she followed, and dipped be- 
neath the surface, as he did. Perhaps 
she had expected to feel more holy, or 
a sudden sense of great happiness be- 
cause she knew her sins were all for- 
given, but she felt nothing of the sort. 
There was only disappointment, the same 


disappointment that was hers during the- 


years that followed, when, first with 
her father, then, after his death, with 
another lonely widow, she joined other 
pilgrims, visiting one sacred shrine after 
another. 

Everywhere she went she had one 
hope: “There I shall find God,” but 
each pilgrimage was a new disappoint- 
ment. 

One day a “holy” man came to her, his 
long hair matted with dirt, his almost 
naked body smeared with ashes. 

“IT have visited the shrines,” she said 
to him, “I have worshiped the gods, and 
given offerings. Why have I not found 
peace?” 

“You have not suffered enough,” he re- 
plied. 

Chandra Lila, therefore, matted her 
hair with dirt, smeared her body with 
ashes, sat in the midst of five fires under 
the midday sun. In the cold season she 
spent long nights sitting in a pond of 
water up to her neck, repeating the 
names of the 108 gods on her rosary. For 
three years she ate only fruit. Still no 
peace came. 

Finally, in disgust, she cut off her 
matted hair and threw it into the Ganges. 

“I have suffered enough.” she said. 
“This has not led me to God.” 

Disciples had gathered around her, and 
she settled down to teach them, but her 
teaching was half-hearted. 

“What are these gods?” she questioned 
in her heart. “They have not helped me: 
And who are these Brahmin priests, and 
these ‘holy’ men?” she asked herself, 
after having often caught them in frauds 
and lies and wickedness. “They are 
not holy. They are liars.” 

One day Chandra Lila, the priestess 
visited by so many disciples, had two 
new visitors. They were missionaries, 
and from them she heard for the first 
time the wonderful story of the sinless 
Saviour, our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
His life for us all. On leaving, the mis- 
sionaries gave Chandra Lila a book. 

“This is a good book,” she said to her- 
self, as she read it. 

Ch-is‘ians came to see her, and she re- 
ceived them gladly. 

“Don’t mix wih these outcastes,” her 
disciples begged her. 

“Many things I have suffered for the 
Hindu gods,” she ‘answered, “but until 
I heard of this sinless One, Jesus, I 
could find no peace.” 

They begged her, they threatened her, 
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but it was of no use. Chandra Lila had 
found her Saviour, and boldly confessed 
Him before men. ‘At long last she had 
found peacé‘‘through Him who said, 


“Come unto me, ... and I will give you 
rest.” 

Yet this woman who, since she was a 
little girl, had been searching for God, 
was not yet satisfied. “I must tell others 
about my SaViour,” she said. 

Then up and down the dusty roads of 
India she walked, her feet aching, her 
body tired, but her heart eager to tell 
other discourdged, weary ones about the 
Lord Jesus Christ who had given her 
rest and peace. 

Of course the Hindus were angry. 
Rough men weve hired to throw stones 
at her. Oné said he would break her 
Christ with a stick. 

“Throw stones if you will,” she said. 
“You will hurt yourselves more than me, 
You can nevér break my Christ with 
a stick. He will not break in pieces like 
your clay iddls.” 

For many years this fearless, yet kind, 
woman went up and down the highways 
of India, tedching Christ, bringing the 
hope of the living water, to many thirsty 
souls. When,she grew old and frail her 
friends wanted to build her a little house 
in a lovely little grove of trees, away 
from the crowds, so she could rest, but 
she was not :happy. 

“Build my house by the roadside,” she 
said, “so that when I am too old and 
weak to walk outside I can still sit by 
the door and ‘tell any who pass by about 
my Jesus.” 

This was done, and until her death 
many travelers used to stop to listen to 
the old woman whose peaceful face and 
earnest words told them, “I have found 
peace in Jesus.” 

New WIi_MincrTon, Pa. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 15 

3. “We Must Be the World We Want” 
: (Eph. 6:10-17) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of ristian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 





OR centuties, when conditions have 

become dlthost intolerable, men have 
creamed of )some ideal state or society 
in which there will be security and pros- 
perity, and freedom from injustice and 
graft and exploitation of the public. In 
ancient Greece Plato wrote “The Re- 
public,” and .we have since had tales 
of Utopias, El Dorados, and Shangri- 
Las. In the.ears of many of us still 
ring such high-sounding slogans as, 
“Make the world safe for democracy”; 
“One world’; “Making a better world”; 
“The believer ‘in a warless world”; “The 




















one . 
Lesson for May 15 


world of tomorrow.” But one great 
fundamental principle often overlooked 
or ignored in man-made dreams is that 
it is human nature that makes the world 
what it is today, arid, until something 
is done in the hearts of men to change 
them, the most ideal society or political 
system must fail. Only the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ undertakes to 
reach into men’s hearts and do some- 
thing there to make them want to do 
better, and to give them power to do it. 


we 

In considering the world situation to- 
day, and what believers can do about it, 
we must not lose sight of the fact that 
the world, during the days of the Lord’s 
earthly ministry, was far from ideal. 
Dictators were on the march. Innocent 
peoples were crushed under mighty 
nations. Graft and intrigue and politi- 
cal corruption abounded. And yet the 
Lord Jesus launched no campaign against 
these evils as such. He gathered His 
little band of disciples about Him, and 
taught them, day after day, and ‘then 
sent them forth, two by two, to pro- 
claim that the Kingdom was at hand. 
Later, when questioned about this King- 
dom and accused of seeking to over- 
throw the rule of Rome, the Lord said, 
“My kingdom is not of this world” (John 
18:36). 

Likewise, after the Lord’s resurrection 
and ascension, His disciples conducted 
no campaign to overthrow the Roman 
government or to enlist men in any 
movement to correct the evils of the day. 
Instead they went everywhere, preach- 
ing the Gospel and calling on men to 
believe on the Lord Jesus, and live con- 
sistent Christian lives. 

se 

It is this great truth that is at the 
heart of the Scripture portion chosen 
for this week’s lesson. Paul, in writing 
to the Ephesian Christians, urges them 
to be strong, not in any campaign to 
make the world better, but in their own 
lives through the strength that is in 
Christ (v. 10). He reminds them that 
they are wrestling not against flesh and 
blood — not against other individuals, or 
governments, or movements, but against 
the forces of spiritual wickedness (v. 12). 
Behind all the wrong in the world and 
the evil in men’s hearts is seen the 
powers of darkness. It is in this realm 
that the battle must be fought and won. 

It is for this reason, therefore, that 
the “whole. armour of God” is needed. 
Treaties, pacts, lend lease, and fre- 
habilitation plans, no matter how well 
intentioned or good enough in them- 
selves, cannot provide a defense against 
the spiritual forces, headed by Satan 
himself, who is ever seeking to stir 
up discord and hatred and suspicion and 
animosity among men. 

$e 

There are six pieces in the armor here 
described —the girdle, the breastplate, 
the shoes, the shield, the helmet, and 
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RESCUE MISSIONS 
ELIADA ORPHANAGE HOME 


CENTRAL UNION MISSION 


624 Indiana Ave.—NAtional 4349 
Washington 4, D. C. 
Children’s Emergency Home, Camp Bennett Mis- 
sion Farm. Gospel services every night. Children’s 
meetings every Saturday morning. Preaching 
Christ in the Nation’s Capital! “The Hour of 
Power” — Sundays 8.45 a.m., WMAL -- 630KC. 
Free literature. 
Herbert E. Eberhardt, Supt. 


Incorporated 
A faith institution that has given home and Chris- 
tian training with education to hundreds of helpless 
children in these Southern Mountains for the past 
43 years. 
LUCIUS B. COMPTON, Founder 
Asheville North Carolina 





The Howard Street Mission 


Undenominational 
Religious services conducted nightly, Wednesda; 
mornings and Sunday afternoons in the chapel. 
County Farm visitation, Open air services, Meals, 
Lodgings, Free night lunches, Christmas and 
Thanksgiving dinners, Free Employment Bureau. 
Lulu Roe Curry, Founder and Superintendent 
444-446 Howard Street Detroit 26, Mich. 


Goodwill Home and Rescue Mission 
28-44 Eagles Street, Newark 2, N. J. 


53 years as the Rescue Branch of the churches. 
oom feeding, and giving employment to home- 
less call temainnt men, ae r families; Bible’ 
School; Shop Meetings, Meetings, Jail 
and Hospital Visitation. Gospel oe service nightly. 
Broadcast Sundays 4.30 p.m 


LAWRENCE SUTHERLAND, Superintendent 





The 
McAuley Water Street Mission 


124-126 Water Street New York 5, N. Y. 
Founded almost 77 years ago by the late Jerry 
McAutey, the purpose of the MISSION has never 
changed, and we are still seeking to win souls to 
CHRIST by faithfully preaching the GOSPEL. 
Notice of formal dedication of our new home will 
be sent on request. 


Ludwig B. Armerding, Supt. 





STAR OF HOPE MISSION, INC. 
Founded in 1913 by Peter Stam, Sr. 
Holding forth the Word of Life to the unchurched, 
sick, and neglected in a busy industrial city. 

Information upon request. 


Jacob Stam, President Clazina Stam, Secretary 
34 Broadway, Paterson 1, New Jersey 





Rescue Mission of Trenton 
98 Carroll Street Trenton 4, N. J. 
Religious services: That men may be 

brought to God 

Industrial work: To make them self- 
supporting and self-respecting. 

A refuge for homeless men. 


Rev. Otho Talbott, Executive Director 


FAITH RESCUE HOME, INC. 


A Christian home that has sheltered sev- 
eral thousand unfortunate daughters and 
placed many in Christian service in the 
past 44 years. 
LUCIUS B. COMPTON, Founder 
Asheville North Carolina 





INTERNATIONAL UNION OF 
GOSPEL MISSIONS 


(More than 200 Rescue Missions) 


Rev. Claude J. Moore, President 
7 W. First Street, Jamestown, N. Y. 


Mrs. Clemme Ellis White, Secretary 
309 W. 46th Street, New York City 19 


Annual Convention, Asheville, N. C., May 14 to 19 
Write for Literature, Membership Application 


THE RESCUE SOCIETY, INC. 
Since 1893 — 51 Steps from The Bowery . 


“The Old Shack on the Street of 
Forgotten Men’’—Tom Noonan 





Shelter, food, clothing, and jobs for homeless men. 
Every night Gospel service for 56 years 
John R. Davies, President 
Howard Wade Kimsey, Superintendent 


The Jerry McAuley Cremorne 


Mission, Inc. 
434 W. 42nd Street New York 19, N. Y. 
An Interdenominational Faith Work 


- the estaseo of reaching men for Christ since 

Tr, to about 100 men daily, holding 
pen the Word of Life and Hope on an aggressive, 
evangelistic plane. James E. Bennet, Pres. 


Used clothing always welcome 


BROTHERHOOD MISSION, INC. 
401 E. Girard Avenue Philadelphia 25, Pa. 
“On the Jericho Road” caring for the spiritual 
and physical needs of boys and girls, men and 

women. 
RESCUE MISSION ACTIVITIES 
CHILDREN’S TEMPLE SUMMER CAMP 








UNION RESCUE MISSION and 
VICTORY SERVICE CLUB 


226 S. Main Street “Los Angeles 53, Calif. 
Ministering to the spiritual and material needs of 
homeless men and boys. Also, providing a home 
away from home for men and boys of armed forces. 
BROADCASTS—KFVD, daily. KFWB, Sundays, 
a.m. and p.m. Hugh R. Murchison, Pres. Board of 
Directors. Union Rescue Mission founded 1891. 
Victory Service Club founded 1942. 





The Mission Among the Poor To Make the Lord 
Jesus Christ Known 


THE HELPING HAND RESCUE 
MISSION, INC. 


Endorsed by the Philadelphia Chamber of Com- 
merce and Pennsylvania Department of Wel‘are. 
141 Fairmount Avenue Philadelphia 23, Pa. 
You may help in this ministry with your gifts and 
clothes or canned goods. 

Carl H. Seitz, Pres. Alfred B. Crump, Supt. 





UNION GOSPEL MISSION 
°235 East 7th Street - St. Paul, Minn. 
Gospel service every night 7.45 p.m. 


Home of the “Asher Publishing Company,” estab- 
lished 1896. Gospel tracts, Booklets — “Royal 
Dainties”’ and “‘Fat Bread.”” Genesis 49:20. 


Send for catalog 
Peter MacFartane, Superintendent 








Christian Herald's BOWERY fh MISSION 


and Young Men's H 


68 years serving men of The Bowery. Gospel 
services noon and night. Provides food, lodging, 
and clothing, finds jobs for the worthy, maintains 
medical clinic, operates “Home Up Town,” giving 
men opportunity to “come back” as citizens: \ 
in their homes and communities. 2,996 converts 
last year. 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


Summer camp time is here. A child 
must memorize 300 verses from God’s 
Word to earn a week at camp. Each 
camper costs $10, and we expect 3,000 
in attendance this year. Pray with us 
for the needed $30,000. Write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?”, 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 








o . . 
r-—Christian Greeting Cards— 
For SALE and for PERSONAL use 
Many with BIBLE TEXT. Worth-while sentiments for 
all occasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. BOXED 
assortments and in BULK. Good profit. Write for 

Price List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 














SEND AND SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRISTIAN 


Assortment contains 18 ee 
FP sa Our Baw Roem wy 21 folder DeLaxe Christmas 
ment is now ready, Three boxes of one or both kinds sen po Acer: 
for $2. Money | refunded if not entirely satisfied. lowes and groups 
ell our of 26 Profit up to 100 per cent. 


SHEPHERD'S T TOWN GREETING CARD Co. 
Shepherdstown, Pa. 











WHY AND HOW 


R You Should Read the Bible 

Helpful 8-page folder with Scripture readings for 

E all occasions; how to live the Christian life, etc. 
Write today to Department T. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


21 W. 46th Street New York 19, N. Y. 














LEPROSY 
MISSIONS? 


ww Because still in 

many parts of the 

world today, those 

who are neglected, 

' despised, and outcast because they have 

leprosy are loved as brothers and chil- 

dren of God only in the fellowship of 

Christ. Only in Christian institutions 

are their physical needs looked after, 
their spiritual hunger nourished. 


Help today! 


AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS 
INCORPORATED 
156 Fifth Ave. 8-AP New York 10, N.Y. 
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the sword. Each one of these is seen to 
be the Lord Jesus Himself. The girdle, 
which holds all of the armor together, 
is truth; and He said, “I am... the 
truth” (John 14:6). 

He is our breastplate of righteousness, 
for it is His righteousness and not our 
own that is our protection. 

The covering and sure footing for the 
feet is the Gospel of peace, not man’s 
peace with men, but peace with God, 
which comes only through the Prince 
of peace. 

The shield of faith that stops all the 
fiery darts of the enemy is again the 
Lord Jesus, who is at once the object 
and ground of the believer’s faith. 

Protection for the head, the helmet of 
salvation, is the Lord Jesus, for He is 
our hope of salvation (1 Thess. 5:8) and 
the prospect and surety of that salvation 
to the believer (Rom. 13:11). 

The one weapon of offense, the sword 
of the spirit, which is the Word of God 
(v. 17), reminds us not only of the writ- 
ten Word, but of the living Word Him- 
self, through whom man’s great adver- 
sary is to be put to flight. 

Only when thus equipped, and thus 
empowered, ‘can believers do anything 
to combat the evils in the world about 
them. 

og 


Although not included in our lesson 
verses, the eighteenth verse of this sixth 
chapter of Ephesians should not be 
omitted, for it gives the final part that 
the believer may have in this war against 
evil. Prayer for all other believers, 
under the direction and empowering of 
the Holy Spirit, and watchfulness, and 
perseverance are here named as vital 
parts of Christian warfare. The believer 
does not stand alone. His watchfulness, 
and his prayerfulness, and his persever- 
ance have a definite part and place in 
the victory of the whole body of be- 
lievers. 

sg 


Are there impossible situations, and 
intolerable wrongs, crying evils, in the 
world about you? How much of your 
responsibility as a faithful believer in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as outlined here 
in this sixth chapter of Ephesians, are 
you discharging? God’s Word does not 
hold out any hope that believers are 
somehow going to fix the world up and 
make it an ideal place to live in; but 
it does challenge us to stand in our place 
faithfully, watchfully, perseveringly, and 
prayerfully, and wielding the sword of 
the Spirit until the Lord Jesus Himself 
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AMERICA’S 
“while it (a day: the 
THE NEED IS URGENT FOR WELL-TRAINED MISSIONARIES 
Will YOU be one to GO? Will you help send SOMEONE ELSE? 
For erature and information write te: 3611 CONGRESS AVENUE, DALLAS 4, TEXAS 


The CENTRAL 





10,000,000 SOULS 
aight cometh when na man can work,” 
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returns to triumph over all His foes, and 
set up His perfect, impartial millennial 
Kingdom, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


Where Are We ? 
(Continued from second page) 


who gave us those words. He said: 
“And Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). 

The “times of the Gentiles” are those 
times when God is allowing the nations 
of the world to rule themselves, apart 
from Him, and to work out their own 
systems of government. They are the 
times when God is not especially deal- 
ing with His select and chosen people, 
Israel, but is dealing with the nations of 
the earth in overruling their affairs—a 
kind of indirect government of the 
nations. 

“The ‘times of the Gentiles,’ in which 
we are living, our Church-period, are 
the times of the 4th Beast or Roman 
World-Power, divided into various king- 
doms, a Beastly and Metallic power, 
whose essential character, in spite of 
Christianity, remains unchanged down 
to the time of its destruction; a mate- 
rialistic civilization of iron force and will, 
yet with the weakness of clay in it, per- 
vaded by a spirit of sensuality, and 
crowned with a false science, and false 
philosophy, over which Christianity has 
little or no control” (Nathaniel West). 
These times of the Gentiles shall con- 
tinue till “the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in” (Rom. 11:25). We are in those 
times NOW, i.e., the “times of the Gen- 
tiles.” 

5. We are in the time when the Church 
of Christ is waiting and watching and 
working till the Lord comes from 
Heaven to take His Church to meet Him 
“in the air.” The words of 1 Thessa- 
lonians 1:10 tell us of the abiding atti- 
tude of the early Christians. They tell 
us what must be our abiding attitude 
today. “And to wait for his Son from 
heaven.” “To wait is the surest charac- 
teristic of a true Christian” (from Ben- 
gel’s Gnomon of the New Testament). 

Each time that Christians-observe the 
Lord’s Supper they are to be reminded 
of the words, “For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord’s death till he come” (1 
Cor. 11:26). 

The Church of .Christ is still in the 
time of the words of Titus 2:11-13: “For 
the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men, teaching us 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously. 
and godly, in this present world: looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ.” 

“We are to live in a constant expecta- 
tion of the coming of our Lord” (Mat- 
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Lesson for May 15 


thew Henry). The words of our Lord 
in Luke 12:35, 36, 37, 43 should be read 
by all of us. They apply to us today. 
There we are commanded to be “like 
unto men that wait for their lord”; and 
as “servants, whom the lord when he 
cometh shall find watching”; and again 
as servants, whom the lord when he 
cometh shall find “doing.” 

“Let us do our quiet work as if we 
were preparing’ for kings, and watch 
attentively at the door, for the next 
comer may be the Lord Himself” (Joseph 
Parker). 

May we not therefore be shaken in 
mind, nor be troubled, nor be confused 
as to where we are. Let the Holy Scrip- 
tures be our guide; let the Holy Spirit 
be our teacher; and let the coming of 
the Lord be our hope. 

Let us hold to the ever memorable 
words of the Lord, given to His chosen 
ones in the Upper Room, and recorded 
in John 14:1-3, and then we shall have 
an untroubled heart. “Let not your 
heart be troubled: ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also.” 

“God, the Living One, is about to 
arise and introduce a new era into this 
world— ... the history of the world is 
coming now to its crisis, to its culminat- 
ing point, . . . the fifth monarchy, the 
kingdom which shall never be destroyed, 
is about to be ushered in by the appear- 
ing of the Son of man” (Adolph 
Saphir). 

ve 


No Magic Formula for Sunday 
School Growth 
(Continued from page 390) 


in town, and to bring guests who may 
be visiting in their homes. A Promo- 
tion Day custom of long standing is the 
presentation of a Bible to every child 
promoted to the Junior Department. Yes, 
the youngster who comes spasmodi- 
cally is assured of his Bible, too! It 
may be the first one in the home. 

On all special days, cards are sent to 
all Sunday school families by the gen- 
eral superintendent. These are in addi- 
tion to the attractive absentee, birth- 
day, and get-well cards provided for the 
use of teachers and superintendents. 
Continued contacting of absentees is a 
sure-fire method of increasing attend- 
ance. Cards and phone calls have their 
Place in this campaign, but there is 
nothing like the personal call. Febru- 
ary and August were designated rally 
months last year, and it was visits and 
doorstep calls that helped departments 
and organized classes meet each Sun- 
day’s higher. quota. Teachers who call 
in the homes of all pupils assigned to 
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them during the quarter are placed on 
the honor roll. If a department is lag- 
ging, volunteers and teachers are organ- 
ized to call in the interest of that de- 
par’ment for a month and bring it out 
of the doldrums. 

To offset removals and losses from 
other sources, new prospects must be 
contacted constantly. These may be 
parents of new Cradle Roll babies, a 
shut-in who can become active again, 
newcomers who register at the church 
service, or boys and girls whose names 
come to us after the religious census in 
the public schools. It is well-nigh im- 
possible to contact all of them, yet there 
is scarcely a Sunday without new en- 
rollees, and a friendly welcome is the 
best way to bind them to the Sunday 
school, 

The effort to bring others into the 
school has developed a genuine mission- 
ary spirit in the school. Eighteen per 
cent of the general offering is desig- 
nated to missions; also, each department 
selects and maintains a missionary pro- 
ject. Since no organization uses the 
building more than the Sunday school, 
which is bursting at the seams, we have 
a monthly pledge to local expenses and 
to the building fund. We shared in the 
purchase of the movie projector, too. 

The time for Sunday school is an- 
nounced as 9.30, but by 9.00 officers and 
teachers begin arriving, worship centers 
are being arranged. the general secretary 
is issuing supplies, and the treasurer is 
checking his watch with the master clock 
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YOU CAN DO IT 


Help us continue to extend a great Chris- 
tian publishing work begun by a world- 
renowned founder, D. L. Moody. Devote 
time to the circulation of our publications. 
If no local bookstore handles Christian 
books, YOU may constitute an agency with 
ever-widening Christian influence, as well 
as added income. Write for particulars 
without obligation. Be it TODAY! Dept. $601 


@ moopy PR 153 Institute Place 


Chicago 10, illinois 











Out of the Night 


A NEW BOOK 
by O. E. Phillips 


Dramatically descriptive of the begin- 
ning and the end of time. 


This book covers eight themes, or 
chapters on material for use in study, 
discussion or reading for personal edi- 
fication. The chapters discuss The 
Prehistoric Ages, The Great Deluge, 
Sons of God and Daughters of Men, 
Midnight in Egypt, The Sun Went 
Down at Noon, The Great Tribulation, 
The Second Coming, The Millennium, 
The Eternal Night and Heaven. 


276 pages, $2.50 postpaid 
Order from 


HEBREW CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
1645 Chew Avenue Philadelphia 41, Pa. 

























SUMMER SCHOOL is the time to 
begin your musical career 


ce. S, Bopreses . -Co-Educational 
Chris: Conservatory of Music 


“ oe 
TRAINED MUSICIANS 


Here is a Christian Conservatory of Music where you can earn a 
Bachelor of Music and a Master of Music Degree . . . 
SUMMER SCHOOL ... 


Christian teachers. Special studies in Piano, Voice, Cope and 
other instruments in the fields of Applied Music, Music 

and Sacred Music. You're certain to like it. 

Write: OFFICE OF THE DEAN, Central Conservatory of 
Chicago, 927 Kimball Building, 306 South Wabash Avenue, 
Dept. 8S, Chicago 4, Illinois. 


CENTRAL CONSERVATORY 


Christian Work . 





DO MUCH BETTER 






begin in 






MARK THESE DATES: 
Registration: June 16, 17, 18 
Classes begin June 20 
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Mess 


FOUNDED 1937 


write in for Prophecy 


JEWS cenit GOD’S WORD 


through 28 stations in largest cities of country 
reaching potentially 4,000,000 Jews weekly. 
Edition New Testament. Faith 
cometh by hearing. Write for free copy of magazine 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 


‘ containing list of stations, brief, helpful articles and 
news items. Your prayerful interest is needed. 





= te Goal 


NCORPORATED 1947 
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For VOU without Money Cost 
Hen] Le 

PILGRIM 
EDITION 


of the 
HOLY BIBLE 


Bound in blue cloth Authorized King James Text 


with gold stamping; y 
cieak whibe opequé Bible ... the first annotated Bible ever prepared 


paper; 1760 pages; page especially for YOUNG CHRISTIANS! 


size, 5Y%” x 73/4". 
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Outstanding Features 


The following outstanding features are included: clear, easily read 
type; simple, direct annotations actually on the page where needed; 
modified self-pronunciation; special introductions and chapter sub- 
heads; complete index which catalogs nearly 4000 notes; historical 
data; chronologies; and maps specially drawn for this edition. 


HARRY A. IRONSIDE, LITT.D., says: 


“This new, annotated edition of the Scriptures 
is designed to help young people particularly 
in their study of the Bible. The notes are not 
too extensive, but are clear and concise, and 
give just what the earnest student needs in 
order to enable him to understand some of 
the difficult passages and to co-ordinate the 
teaching of the Word.” 











This New Pilgrim Edition sells for $4.50. But the Sunday 
, School Times Company will give this Bible to anyone sending 
in TEN NEW twenty-two weeks subscriptions to the Tignes at 
$1 each. This offer applies on/y to subscriptions in the United States. 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies of the Times, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain ten subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $10. Upon 
receipt, the names go on our mailing list, and your copy of this 
unusual Bible will be sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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for ringing signal bells. Then, without 
fail, several are gathered together. in 
His name, for a short prayer service, 
asking His blessing on the work of the 
day. 

No, we have no magic formula for in. 
creasing and holding attendance; rather 
we have exchanged our former defeatist 
attitude for a dauntless spirit which 
says, “It can be done if we will pay 
the price.” The pastor who fosters that 
spirit by insisting that workers never 
be satisfied with the number reached by 
the school nor by the quality of work 
done, is even now urging us to run out 
ahead with several new goals and plans 
for reaching them. They will be 
reached, too, for many members of our 
staff. take to heart the admonition, 
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might” (Eccles. 9:10), 


CHEYENNE, Wyo. 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
This July 
(Continued from page 390) 


ship —in calm waters and in mountain 
canyons. The tour will include also 
the great national parks of Yellow- 
stone, Mt. Rainier, and Glacier, so that 
the cross-country program, as well as 
the days aboard ship,’ will be full of 
magnificent scenery, the best transpor- 
tation that can be secured, and agreeable 
and cordial companionship. 

Chicago will be the assembling point 
of the party. After individuals visit 
the Chicago Railroad Fair during the 
day at their own convenience, the group 
will leave on Monday night, July 1, 
on the North Coast Limited train for 
the West, returning to Chicago on Sat- 
urday, August 6. 

Westbound, the trail will lead for hun- 
dreds of miles over the plains, and will 
then cross the Rockies and the Cascade 
Mountains. The first tour stop will be 
made at Yellowstone National Park, which 
will be entered by way of the spectacu- 
lar, new Red Lodge “Skyline” Highway. 
After two and a half days spent in the 
Park, the rail journey will be resumed, 
stopping next at Seattle for a Sunday 
of rest and worship. On the next day, 
the party will travel by motor coach to 
Mt. Rainier, one of the noblest snow- 
capped peaks in America, where twenty- 
four hours will be spent amid scenic 
grandeur and alpine flowers, before re- 
turning to Seattle. 

From Seattle, the party will journey 
by boat to Vancouver, British Columbia, 
stopping overnight in Victoria, B. C.. 
which has often been called the most 
English type of city in North America. 
After arrival at Vancouver, and an Op- 
portunity to tour the city and its beau- 
tiful. gardens, the party will board the 
Union Steamships Limited SS Chilcotin 
for a six-day cruise in the sheltered 
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waters of the inside passage along the 
shores of British Columbia, stopping at 
such ports of call as Alert Bay, Prince 
Rupert, Butedale, and Ocean Falls, and 
reaching as far north as Ketchikan, 
Alaska. 

After leaving Vancouver, B, C., on the 
return trip, the party will stop at Port- 
land, Oregon, for a Sunday of rest and 
worship, and then on the’ following day, 
will resume the rail journey homeward, 
stopping off for two days to enjoy the 
magnificent scenery of Glacier National 
Park. 

In past years, many have found in 
the Christian Fellowship Tours, spon- 
sored by THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMES, a 
most delightful and convénient way to 
travel. Companionship with other Chris- 
tians who do those things and enjoy 
those things that would be expected of 
a group of Christians, makes for freedom 
from many of the annoyances of modern 
travel. Living together throughout the 
entire trip, members of the party really 
get acquainted, and none need be lonely 
while enjoying the marvelous wonders 
of God’s creation. All are spared the 
bother of having to look out for sched- 
ules and train connections, and are free 
from the burden of handling baggage. 
Rail and hotel accommodations are all 
arranged in advance, and all along the 
way, the party is assured of excellent 
Service, delicious dining car and hotel 
Meals, comfortable sleeping quarters, and 
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the finest in modern rail and motor 
coach and steamship comforts. 

It is planned that Mr. John W. Lane, 
Jr., Associate Editor of Tue Sunpay 
Scnoot Times, who has accompanied a 
number of earlier Christian Fellowship 
parties, will be with the 1949 group. De- 
tailed information and a _ descriptive 
itinerary will be mailed to any who de- 
sire them, just as soon as they are ready 
for distribution. Just address Mr. John 
W. Lane, Jr., Associate Editor of The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. 
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A Comforting Word 
for Bereaved Parents 


OR those who have lost very young 

children, a beautiful message of com- 
fort has been written by Mary L. Miles. 
She was the writer of “My Baby,” a leaf- 
let for new mothers mentioned in the 
Tres for March 6, 1948. 

This present leaflet is attractively 
printed on coated paper, with a picture 
of the Good Shepherd on the front cover. 
There is a poem by Amy Carmichael on 
little children who have died; a message 
of comfort for sorrowing parents, with 
a few passages of Scripture; a loving 
appeal to parents to come to Christ if 
they do not already know Him; and 
finally another touching poem on the 
calling Home of a little child. The four- 
page leaflet is suitable for mailing or 
personal distribution. Copies may be 
had at 3 cents each or 35 for $1 from Mrs. 
Mary L. Miles, 916 Kittitas St., Wenat- 
chee, Wash. 


“How Shall We Know Him?” 


T EASTER time the Trmwes (March 

13, 1948) published a well-written, 
imaginative story by Miss Sarah Bess 
Geibel, telling how a Hebrew family was 
converted when they searched the Scrip- 
tures for the truth about the Passover. 
The story has now been reprinted in a 
sixteen-page leaflet, with a two-color 
cover. It may be had from the Moody 
Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, at 
5 cents a copy or $4 per hundred. 
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A Small Convalescent and Rest Home 
for Women 


Open Throughout the Year - Country Views 
Appetizing Meals - Convenient Transportation 
Refined Atmosphere 
Not for bédridden patients needing nursing care 
For details write 


Miss Lucy Powel, R. D. No. 3, Norristown, Pe. 





H seh Higgins Bay, 4.Y. 
Bonnie Brae Christian Camp, fit"; *.""- 
trailer space. 35 acre campus, 2,000 ft. altitude, 3,000 
ft. sandy beach, boats, fishing swimming, all sports. 
Rates $16.00 up. Auspices Galilean Bible Seminary. 





to take orders for 


Men and Women Wanted ‘2 ‘** order: ‘c: 


ed Holland bulbs. Good opportunity and profits 
also for spare time workers. Write to Hollandia 
Importing Company, Hawthorne, New Jersey. 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 
Siloam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
All Grades Through 4-Years College 








Cc. Real . laterd — j Rg isad 





degrees in numerous fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 


Dr. John E. Brown, Founder 


For full information, address: 


John E. Brown, Ir. - . 


ee «. 


to the world famous 


Tract Club of America 


Now, without cost to you, you can become 
a member of the Tract Club. Get in on the 
blessing of receiving monthly packets and gen 
erous samples of some of the finest new tracts 
and booklets published today. 
full and free 
Sddress and mail 


TRACT CLUB OF AMERICA 
Room 302 © 411 South Wells, Chicage 7, tiinels 


President 

















Is 
iT 


FAIR? 


Is it fair to evangelize others and kee 
ting about the Ukrainian Gospel field? 


ans have yet to be evangelized. 


Write for information and inspiration to: 


on forget- 

Yet of all 
the Slavonic countries (Slavic world shown on 
map) more Ukrainians have responded to the 
Gospel than any other peoples of these countries. 


By far the greater number of 45,000,000 Ukraini- 





UKRAINE—the spiritual center 
of the Slavonic world. 


THE UKRAINIAN —— oe AND BIBLE SOCIETY, Inc. 


1509 S. Cuyler Avenue 


Berwyn, Illinois 
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= Old Fashioned Revival 
| Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 
“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consult 
radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 
CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Bex 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 





When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday school Times as reference. 


$49 00 


Doesn’t sound reasonable, does it? 

But it’s a fact! 

For every dollar in cash, the bank gives 
us an extra dollar of credit on our equity 
in the Institute property. In other 
words, “Dollars Doing Double Duty.” 
Strategically located in central Man- 
hattan, opportunities. for study and 
service are almosg limitless. Recently 
some G. I.’s from near-by Victory Cen- 
ter were invited to a student party 
and five of them were led to Christ 
by N.B.I. students. 

Ever increasing enrollment calls for in- 
creased facilites. We need your help 
in training these young people. 
Remember, every dollar counts for two 
—but this special arrangement is only 
open until June 15, 1949. 

Act now —make your dollars do double 
duty for the Lord. For further infor- 
mation, address 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340-S West 55th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 

Free from all entangling alliances 
with modernism 








$800 


= equals 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for May 15) April 30, 1949 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued. by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 9 to 15 
Mon.—Mark 13:1-8. Days of Crisis. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “The beginnings 
of sorrows.” World governments and all 
systems are moving rapidly toward a 
climax. Our Lord faithfully forewarns 
us of crisis upon crisis culminating in a 
final predicament. As when Joseph’s 
brethren in Egypt discovered that God 
had “found out” their iniquity, so the 
world will be unable to escape the con- 
sequences of departure from God. The 
picture of the future crisis of the world 
is not what men would portray, but it is 
as accurate as infinite wisdom, and as 
sure as the run of time. As events oc- 
cur that were predicted by Christ, let 
all who know God be of an untroubled 
heart. Pray for the needed spiritual 
awakening of the Body of Christ. 
Tues.—Mark 13:9-13. 

A Stand for Righteousness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Endure unto the 
end.” Life is real and earnest and 
severe now! But it will be more diffi- 
cult as wickedness comes to a climax. 
God calls upon all His people to endure 
hardness as good soldiers of Christ, and 
forewarns those who will be here in 
those days when iniquity comes to the 
full to “endure” right through to the 
end. The spirit of the martyrs, needed 
now, will be more and more demanded 
as the age closes. Pray for suffering 
Christians in Communist - dominated 
countries. 
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1517 NORTH THIRD 


13 International Sunday School lessons a quarter. No 
mounting. Saves many hours of preparation. $2.25 a 


PUPIL ACTIVITY HANDWORK—Accompanies Manual of 
Visual Teaching. Crayon projects for busy hands. 12c. a 


TRUE TO THE BIBLE SERIES—Tested for 72 years, a scrip- 
tural, spiritual exposition of the International Uniform 
Sunday-school lessons. 

QUARTERLIES FOR + Teachers » Seniors + Shut-ins « Inter- 
mediates « Adults + Juniors « Young People. 

WEEKLY PAPERS FOR « Beginners « Juniors and « Pri- 
maries « Intermediates « Seniors. 


Send 10c for complete set of samples 


PUBLICATIONS [| 


$T. 


MANUAL OF VISUAL TEACHING 


FOR THE FLANNELBOMROD 





BRILLIANT COLORS 
FLANNELBLOT STOCK 


Rani papain 





NC 


HARRISBURG 


PA. 


Wed.—Mark 13:14-23. False Guides. 

Prayer SuccesTions: “False Christs 
and false prophets.” Great spiritual dan. 
gers will appear with the close of the 
age. Deceptions and delusions of a more 
appealing and dangerous sort will be 
multiplied. Already we can see that the 
Christ of many cults is not the Christ 
of the Bible. They use His name, but 
the one they worship is not the Christ 
of God. If folks fall easy prey to false 
religions now, what will be the mass 
movement into error when men say, 
“Lo, here” and, “Lo... there”? Pray 
for a great work of the Spirit of God 
in your home, church, and community, 
Thurs.—Matthew 24:42-51. Be Prepared. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” 
Our Lord forewarns us that He will 
make a short work in carrying out the 
features of His program for the Church 
and for the world. When men say it is 
not the time, He says it is the time: and 
when they say it is, He says it isn’t. His 
thoughts are not ours, and ours are not 
His. As heaven is above the earth so 
are His thoughts above ours. Our busi- 
ness then is to hear what the Lord has 
to say, and to be prepared for His return, 
which will be “in such an hour as ye 
think not.” Pray for the hastening of 
the coming again of the Lord Jesus’ 
Christ. 

Fri—Mark 13:24-31. 
The Son of Man Cometh. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory.” Our Lord’s 
glory veiled by His humanity while on 
earth will fully appear, as well as His 
divine power, at His return to judge the 
quick and the dead. This glorious re- 
turn announced to disciples, and later 
to His enemies, is fast approaching. Let 
believers look up with hope, and let 
sinners be duly alarmed in view of 
things to come. Pray for the conversion 
of your loved ones. 

Sat.—Mark 14:3-9. Do What One Can. 

PRAYER Succestions: “She hath done 
what she could.” We can all do the 
will of God according to our capacities 
and opportunities. God asks of us only 
that which can be done. We are obli- 
gated to do that whenever it is prac- 
tical. But greater works than we think 
are possible through the grace of God, 
and for this it should be appropriated. 
Pray that you may have a spirit willing 
to.do the will of God. 

Sun.—Mark 13:32-37. “Watch and Pray.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Take ye heed, 
watch and pray: for ye know not 
when the time is.” Our business is 
to be alert and prayerful all the 
time. As a watchman and as a soldier 
on picket duty we must be ready for 
whatever is to come. We need to do 
this for our own sake and for that 
of others. This is no time for slum- 
ber. It is no time for confidence in 
the flesh. Pray that you may be a 
really watchful, prayerful Christian. 
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